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THE  TWINING  FAMILY, 


The  following  notice  is  taken  from  the 
Halifax  Daily  Chronicle  of  November  13,  1800, 
and  is  given  as  another  record  of  the  eccle- 
siastics of  our  family  : — 

"The  Eev.  Jonx  Thomas  Twixixg,  D  D. 

"  Another  gap  in  the  circle  of  elder  clerg}^ 
was  made  on  Thursday  last,  by  the  death  of 
the  Eev.  John  Thomas  Twining,  D.D,,  whose 
mortal  remains  were  interred  on  Monda}'^  with 
military  honours  in  the  cemeter}'-  at  Fort 
Massey.  His  death  has  closed  a  long  career 
of  usefulness,  and  his  memoiy  Avill  long  be 
reverenced  hy  the  many  wliose  friend  and 
adviser  he  was.  He  was  born  in  May,  1 793," 
in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  a  grandson 
of  the  Eev.  Griflith  Twining,  of  Clarbestou, 
Haverfordwest.  He  was  ordained  in  1816, 
and  admitted  to  Priest's  Orders  in  the  following 
year;  he  served  the  Churcli  first  as  Cnrate  at 
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St.  Paul's,  Halifax,  and  afterwards  as  Garrison 
Chaplain  for  the  space  of  fort3^-three  years. 
The  claim  of  Dr.  Twining  to  high  scholarship 
was  allowed  iniiversally,  but  his  name  and 
memory  will  be  chiefly  coimected  with  his 
work  as  Garrison  Chaphiin.  In  this  character 
he  deserves  the  most  affectionate  remembrance 
of  the  officers  and  men  whom  he  counselled 
and  befriended ;  and  many  a  soldier,  who,  by 
his  ministry  was  won  from  darkness  unto  light 
will  mourn  his  loss  with  unaffected  sorrow. 
Wherever  the  touching  memoir  of  "  Hedley 
Yicars "  is  read,  the  name  of  Dr.  Twining 
will  be  known  and  mentioned  with  honour  and 
respect,  for  it  records  with  warmth  and  thank- 
fulness his  instrume]\tality  in  moulding  for  good 
that  young  soldier's  life. 

''  The  last  honours  paid  to  his  remains  were 
of  a  most  impressive  character.  The  body, 
preceded  by  a  firing  party  of  200  men,  was 
borne  on  the  shoulders  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  selected  from  the  two  regiments  in 
garrison,  and  Engineers  and  Artillery,  who 
relieved  each  other  at  intervals  ;  the  pall- 
bearers being  three  clergymen  on  one  siile  and 
three  field  officers  on  the  other.     The  l)ody  was 
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followed  by  tlie  relatives,  parocliial  clergy,  and 
ministers  of  all  denominations,  and  a  large 
body  of  citizens,  after  whom  followed  the 
soldiers  in  garrison,  in  tlie  rear  of  whom 
walked  the  Major-General  Commanding  and 
Staff  and  Aide-de-Camp  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governour  ;  the  bands  wailing  forth  that 
plaintive  dirge,  the  Dead  March  in  Saul.  The 
Masonic  body,  of  whom  Dr.  Twining  had  for 
many  years  been  Grand  Chaplain,  was  in  the 
procession.  The  service  at  the  grave  was  read 
by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  who  was 
the  last  clergyman  who  had  seen  the  departed 
in  life,  having  visited  him  on  the  evening  of 
his  decease." 


The  following  notice  of  Dr.  William  Twining, 
of  Calcutta,  is  taken  from  a  volume  published 

f  •  there   in    1848,    called    the    Bengal    Obituary. 

/  I  "  The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in  Nova 

Scotia,  where  his  father,  the  Rev.  William 
Twining,  was  a  Clergyman,  and  his  grandfather 


was  the  Rev.  Griffith  Twining,  of  Clarbeston, 
Pembrokeshire,  who  went  thence  to  Nova  Scotia 
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as  a  missionary  of  one  of  the  great  Societies. 
The  first  event  in  J\rr,  Twining's  hfc  ahout 
which  any  precise  information  can  be  gained  is 
that,  in  1808,  he  was  a  Student  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  being  then  about  18  years  of  age. 
Sir  Astley  Coo])er  and  ]\lr.  Clive  were  the  prin- 
cipal Lecturers.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  the  same  diligence  and  application  which  he 
ever  afterwards  displayed  through  life ;  and 
so  much  interested  was  he  in  the  pursuit  of 
anatomy,  that  instead  of  availing  himself  of  the 
summer  recesses,  in  the  Medical  Schools  of 
London,  he  entered  himself  as  a  pupil  to  that 
celebrated  anatomist,  Mr.  Joshua  Brookes, 
whose  class  remained  open  during  the  summer 
months.  He  there  laboured  with  unwearied 
industry,  and  with  so  much  success  that  his 
instructor  employed  him  as  an  assistant,  and 
afterwards  made  him  his  demonstrator,  an 
office  of  great  honour  for  so  young  a  man.  " 
Had  Mr.  Twining  remained  in  that  situation 
and  devoted  himself  thenceforth  to  the  emplo}^- 
ment  of  lecturing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
would  ultimately  have  stood  in  the  highest 
rank  as  an  anatomical  teacher,  but  he  was 
destined  to  shine  in  another   sphere  and  in  a 
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distant  clime.  He  remained  only  two  years 
with  i\Ir.  Brookes,  and  then,  lured  by  the 
prospect  of  instruction  which  the  brilliant  cam- 
paigns in  the  Peninsula  offered  to  all  young 
surgeons,  he  entered  the  Array  (Medical 
Department),  and  in  1810  joined  as  Hospital 
Assistant  to  the  British  troops  in  Portugal, 
under  Lord  Wellington.  In  this  capacity  he 
served  with  the  Army  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  war.  and  was  present  at  most  of 
those  glorious  battles  which  contributed  so  pre- 
eminently to  raise  the  British  name. 

In  March,  1814,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
I'ank  of  Staff  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  placed  on 
the  Staff  of  General  Lord  Hill,  in  which  capa- 
city he  entered  Paris  with  the  Allied  Army. 
In  1815  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness  the 
ever-memoral)le  conflict  and  crowning  victory 
of  Waterloo. 

After  the  termination  of  the  war  he  re-^ 
mained  in  Lord  Hill's  family  till  his  marriage 
in  1817  to  Miss  Montgomery.  He  was  then 
stationed  with  a  regiment  at  Portsmouth.  In 
1819  he  was  employed  in  the  Hospital  at 
Chatham  ;  and  for  a  short  time  was  Staff 
Assistant  at  the  Cavalry  Depot  at  Maidstone. 
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But  after  tlie  turmoil  aud  perpetual  excitement 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged  for  so  many 
years,  the  inactivity  of  a  garrison  life  was  by 
no  means  congenial  to  his  feelings.  To  obtain 
an  employment  more  suited  to  his  taste,  he 
volunteered  for  foreign  service.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly ordered  to  the  West  Indies ;  but 
this  order  he  declined,  statin gf  his  wish  to  be 
sent  to  tlie  East,  and  claiming  priority  of  choice 
on  account  of  his  previous  services ;  at  the 
time,  however,  he  was  disappointed  ;  but 
shortly  afterwards  he  was  asked  by  Sir  Edward 
Paget  to  join  him  in  Ceylon  as  his  personal 
Surgeon,  an  office  of  which  he  gladly  availed 
himself,  and  in  1821  he  sailed  accordingly  for 
that  Colony. 

In  1823,  when  Sir  Edward,  after  having 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Indian 
Army,  arrived  in  Bengal,  he  was  accompanied 
by  his  Surgeon,  and  travelled  with  him  to" 
the  Upper  Provinces  in  his  first  tour  of  in- 
spection. 

Calcutta  at  that  time  presented  an  inviting 
prospect  for  an  aspiring  member  of  the  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Twining,  influenced  by  that  circum- 
stance, and  thinking,  moreover,  that  it  was  time 
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to  quit  his  wanderiDg  career  of  life,  resolved 
to  quit  his  Majesty's  service  and  enter  that  of 
the  Honourable  Compan}^  in  the  attainment 
of  which  object  he  was  kindly  assisted  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  In  1824'  Sir  E. 
Paget  obtained  for  him  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Suro-eon  on  the  Benfyal  Establish- 
ment.  He  still  retained  his  Commission  in 
the  King's  Service,  and  held  it  till  1830,  when 
ho  was  compelled  by  the  Home  xVuthorities  to 
relinquish  it,  or  resume  his  duties  with  a 
British  Eeo-iment.  The  latter  alternative  he 
was  not  likely  to  choose,  considering  the  ad- 
vantageous position  in  which  he  then  stood  as 
a  successful  practitioner  in  Calcutta,  and  on 
7th  December,  1830,  he  accepted  the  regulated 
commuted  allowance  of  officers  of  his  rank,  and 
quitted  the  British  Army. 

He  -  remained  on  Sir  Edward's  staff  for  a 
short  time,  and  was  then  placed  in  the  General 
Hospital  as  Senior  Permanent  Assistant,  a 
situation  ho  held  till  the  time  of  his  death. 
From  this  period  may  bo  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  the  brilliant,  though  unhappily  brief, 
professional  career  which  has  rendered  Mr. 
Twining  so  conspicuous  in   life,  and   so  much 
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reoTetted  in  death.  lie  was  not  lono-  iu  the 
General  Hospital  ere  the  public  began  to  dis- 
cover his  woi'th  and  to  value  his  services 
proportionately.  He  soon  became  extensive!}^ 
engaged  in  private  practice ;  people  of  all  ranks 
and  religions,  Europeans  and  Xatives,  flocked 
to  him ;  and  perhaps  no  man  was  ever  better 
fitted  to  succeed  in  this  department  of  his  pro- 
fession. His  profound  knowledge  of  disease, 
i  too-ether  with  the  natural  firmness  of  his  cha- 

'  racter,  gave  a  marked  decision  and  promptitude 

to  his  manner  which  at  once  inspired  the  sick 
with  confidence  and  hope.  The  extent  of  his 
practice  had  latterly  become  so  great,  and  his 
exertions  so  severe,  as  visibly  to  impair  his 
health ;  though,  unshaken  in  fortitude,  he  never 
permitted  illness  to  serve  him  as  an  excuse  for 
idleness,  and  he  used  to  boast  that  he  had  not 
been  absent  from  his  duty  for  a  single  daj  since 
he  had  been  in  Calcutta.  Besides  the  extensive 
nature  of  his  general  practice  his  public  duties 
were  by  no  means  liglit.  In  addition  to  liis 
appointment  at  the  Hospital  he  was  Surgeon  to 
the  Jail  and  the  Upper  Orphan  Schoo],  and  was 
unremitting  in  the  discliarge  of  the  duties 
attaclied    to    tliose    vocatious.      He    attended 
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the  General  Hospital  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  nightj  and  much  of  his  vahiable  observa- 
tions upon  disease  were  drawn  from  the  close 
attention  which  he  paid  to  the  cases  under  liis 
charge  in  that  Institution. 

The  history  of  his  connection  with  the 
Medical  Society  is  a  subject  wliich  calls  forth 
our  admiration,  mixed  with  a  lono-  train  of 
melancholy  reflections,  fur  it  is  impossible  to 
look  back  without  approbation  upon  the  un- 
ceasino-  interest  which  he  took  in  its  welfare. 
He  was  amongst  the  earliest  members,  and 
from  the  beoinnino-  contributed  with  all  his 
energy  to  promote  its  success ;  he  was  not, 
however,  content  with  his  own  exertions  in  its 
favor.  He  induced  all  around  him  to  labour  in 
its  behalf,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  lamented 
Dr.  John  Adams,  in  ISoO,  he  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  ofhce  of  Secretar\',  a  situation  which  he 
occupied  with  a  degree  of  unremitting  zeal  and 
attention  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the 
records  of  any  other  scientific  body.  But 
towards  the  end  of  183  I-,  he  was,  though  most 
reluctantly,  compelled  to  resign  his  office,  for 
the  extent  of  his  other  occupations  so  absorbed 
his  time  that  he  felt  himself  unable  to  continue 
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the  duties  of  that  department.  He,  neverthe- 
less, relaxed  not  his  strenuous  exertions  in  the 
Society's  behalf. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  ten  3^ears  he  fur- 
nished the  Society  with  a  great  number  of 
Papers  upon  various  subjects ;  upwards  of  20 
■  of  these  have  been  published.  Their  publica- 
tion was,  however,  but  the  prelude  to  a  work 
on  a  far  more  extensive  scale,  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  which  he  was  for  some   time  euo-ao-ed. 

D      O 

In  August,  1832,  his  admirable  book  upon  the 
diseases  of  Bengal  was  announced.  The  re- 
putation which  the  author  had  previously 
attained,  and  the  high  respect  already  felt  for 
I  his     opinions     by    his     professional     brethren 

throughout  India,  excited   intense  expectation 
;  on  the  merits  of  the  forthcomino-  treatise ;   its 

appearance    was     hailed    with    eagerness    and 
delight;    nor  was  the  public  disappointed,  for 
{  it  contained  all   that  was  looked  for,  and  was, 

i  unanimously  declared  to  be  the  most  important 

I  work  upon  Indian  diseases  ever  promulgated. 

^.  In    1833    he    published,    through    his    book- 

■  sellers    in    England,    a    separate    work    upon 

Cholera,  which  was  favourably  received  by  the 
British  public.     His  fame  and  reputation  were 
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much  increased  tlirougliout  all  India,  and  ex- 
tended even  to  Europe  by  the  production  of 
his  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Bengal.  So 
impressed  were  the  members  of  the  Supreme 
Government  with  its  importance,  that,  Avith 
great  liberality,  they  contributed  1500  rupees 
towards  the  expenses  of  its  printing  and  pub- 
lication. The  first  edition  sold  rapidly,  and 
the  author  was  soon  forced  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  bringing  out  a  second,  wath  many 
additional  observations  and  new  chapters,  which 
very  muck  increased  the  value  and  usefulness 
of  the  work.  In  June,  1835,  it  was  pubHshed, 
and  most  warmly  received  by  the  public.  The 
Government  again  came  forward  on  this 
occasion,  and  marked  their  sense  of  the  value 
of  the  author's  labours  by  taking  200  copies  of 
the  work,   with    the    intention    of  distributino- 

o 

them  throughout  the  medical  service.  With 
the  publication  of  this  edition  of  his  work  Mr. 
Twining's  brilliant  career  was  about  to  close. 
On  August  19th,  as  he  was  visiting  his  patients, 
his  Coachman  drove  against  a  Buggy  and  over- 
turned it ;  a  gentleman  wdio  was  in  it  was 
thrown  violently  to  the  ground  and  his  thigh 
was  fractured:    Mr.  Twinino-  instantlv  ran  to 
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assist  the  wounded  man,  and  with  the  aid  of  a 
passenger  lifted  him  into  a  palanquin.  In 
doing  this  he  felt  something  give  way  in  his 
chest  with  a  sudden  snap,  and  instantly  became 
sick  and  faint.  Throughout  the  whole  of  his 
subsequent  illness  he  was  perfectly  calm  and 
self-possessed,  reasoning  on  his  case  with  clear- 
ness and  judgment.  During  the  first  two  days 
he  took  an  unfavorable  view  of  its  termina- 
tion, but  the  onty  thing  which  appeared  to 
distress  him  was  the  remembrance  of  his  wife 
and  child  ;*  of  them  he  could  never  speak 
without  the  deepest  emotion. 

The  history  of  the  case,  however,  appears  to 
point  to  the  rupture  of  a  large  blood-vessel, 
consequent  upon  a  severe  affection  of  the  heart. 
He  had  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death 
labored  under  symptoms  which  marked  the 
existence  of  a  disorder  in  that  organ ;  and  lie 
himself  frequently  expressed  the  conviction 
that  such  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  Twinino-  was  of  a  middlino-  stature,  but 
his  figure  was  remarkabl}"  strong  and  robust : 
his  countenance  intelhgent  and  thoughtful,  but 

*  They  h;id  left  pvcviously  for  Eii^daiid,  where  the  sud 
iiews  reached  thoiii  six  JU'.MiLhs  after  th.e  event. 
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very  mild,  and  there  was  a  general  expression 
of  benevolence  wliicli  was  extremely  pre- 
possessing. In  manners  ho  was  very  retiring 
and  quiet,  exhibiting,  at  the  same  time,  a  great 
share  of  the  kindness  and  warmth  of  heart 
which  lie  naturally  possessed.  He  was  at  all 
times  singularly  temperate  and  abstemious  in 
his  habits;  a  rigid  water-drinker,  in  example 
as  well  as  precept ;  he  regarded  indulgences  of 
the  table  of  every  kind  as  unpardonable 
offences  in  a  man  who  wished  to  preserve  his 
health,  and  more  especially  with  reference  to 
hot  climates.  His  whole  character  was  marked 
by  a  large  proportion  of  that  benevolence  which 
was  stamped  upon  his  countenance,  and  it  was 
nowhere  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  un- 
wearied kindness  and  attention  with  which  he 
regarded  the  sick,  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions, 
who  were  placed  under  his  care.  In  domestic 
life  he  was  most  affectionate,  indeed  it  formed 
for  him  the  greatest  attraction  of  social 
existence. 

As  a  writer  he  was  clear,  forcible  and 
unpretending,  his  observations  were  well 
arranged,  his  mode  of  reasoning  fair  and 
very    accurate;    his    style  of    compositio]i  was 
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plain  and  concise,  without  any  attempt  at 
ornament  or  fine  writing,  but  far  from  being 
dull,  clumsy  or  constrained. 

The  mournful  impression  caused  by  Mr. 
Twining's  death  was  universal.  He  was  so 
well  known,  so  much  beloved  by  many — and 
so  highly  valued  by  all,  that  the  death  of  no 
one  individual  in  the  country  could  have 
created  more  profound  grief,  or  produced  a 
greater  sensation  of  public  sympathy.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  South  Park-street 
Burial  Ground,  and  the  inscription  which  marks 
his  grave  is  as  follows: — "To  the  memory  of 
William  Twining,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Surgeon  in  the 
Service  of  the  H.E.I.  Company,  Bengal  Estab- 
lishment, first  permanent  Assistant  Surgeon  to 
the  Presidency  General  Hospital,  and  Secretary 
to  the  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Calcutta. 
This  Monument  is  erected  by  his  professional 
brethren  in  India  to  mark  the  high  sense  which 
they  entertained  of  his  character  and  of  his 
eminent  services,  which  he  rendered  in  the 
cause  of  medical  improvement  and  research  in 
that  country.  Born  A.D.  1790,  died  at  Cal- 
cutta 25th  August,  1835,  aged  45  years."     A 


TEE    TWINING    FAMILY.  17 

large  sum  of  money  was  subscribed  by  his 
patients  and  friends  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
this  monument  and  a  tablet  to  his  memory  in 
St.  John's  Church,  on  which  the  following  is 
the  inscription : — 

"  In  grateful  recognition 
of  benefits  derived  from  the  successful  appli- 
cation of  professional  abihty,  and  in  testimony 
of  respect  and  esteem  for  modest  worth  and 
active  philanthropy,  this  Tablet,  erected  by  his 
friends  and  patients,  is  consecrated  to  the 
memory  of  William  Twining,  C.R.C.L.S.  Obiit 
August  25th,  1835,  aged  45."  His  only  child 
is  Ellen  M.  Cleeve,  wife  of  Frederick  Cleeve, 
Esq.,  C.B.,  J.P. 

A  mafruificent  service  of  solid  silver  Plate 
was  given  to  him  by  friends,  about  the  year 
1832,  in  Calcutta,  the  inscription  on  the  Silver 
Vase  being  as  follows  : — 

Presented 
to 
■\V.  Twining  Esq'"'' 
I  Bj  the  Masters  of  tlie  U.  0.  School, 

I  Kiddcrpore, 

I  To  express  their  grateful  sense  of  his 

I  Kind  professional  attention  to 

f  Them  and  their  families. 

[  0    . 
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After  his  cleatli,  another  testimonial  of  the 
same  description  was  presented  to  liis  widow 
and  daughter,  in  1835,  both  being  now  highly 
valued  by  the  latter;  the  inscription  on  the 
Salver  is  : — 

M.  E.  T.        E.  M.  T. 


In  grateful  recognition 

Of  benefits  recei^•ecl 

From  the  successful  application  of 

Professional  Ability 

And  in  testimony  of  respect  and  esteem 

For   modest    worth   and  active  philanthropy 

This  Service  of  Plate 

Is  presented  by  his  Friends  and  Patients 

To  the  surviving  family  of 

Wilham  Twining 

C.  E.  C.  L.  S. 

1835. 


Dr.  TV.  Twining  is  not  the  only  member  who 
has  distinguished  himself  in  India.  Thomas, 
second  son  of  Richard,  of  the  Strand  and  Isle- 
worth,  born  1776,  died  1861,  went  out  at  the 
age   of   16    in    the    service    of   the   Hon.   East 
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India  Company,*  and  spent  some  remarkable 
years  there  as  Judge  and  in  other  capacities, 
exercising  a  beneficial  influence  over  large  tracts 
of  country.  As  a  volume  of  his  letters  with  a 
^  sketch  of  his  life  has  recently  been  published, 

.  I  need  not  dwell  further  on  the  details  of  his 

i  labours,  but  refer  all  who  may  be  interested  in 

[  them  to  that   book.f     The  "  Twining-Gunge" 

I  (or  village)  in   the  Province  of   Beliar,  testifies 

f  to  one,  at  least,  of  his  beneficent  acts  of  im- 

I  provement  and  reforms. 


r 

i 


Another  member  of  the  family,  of  the  same 
name  as  two  others  in  the  medical  profession, 
was  Dr.  William  Twining,  third  and  youngest 
son  of  Richard,  of  the  Strand  and  Bedford 
Place.       Born    in    1S13,    he   was    educated    at 


*  His   father   was   a    Director,   and    his   elder    brother, 
Richard,  was  closely  connected  with  the   Company,  being 
Chairman  of  the  Commitiee  of  Byelaws,  and  thus  he  used 
to  be  called  the  "  25th  Director."     It  was  a  coincidence  that 
I  the  East  India   Company   ceased  to  exist  the  yeai'  of  my 

father's  death,  1857. 

t  Travels  in  India  and  America  100  Years  aero,     Osgood 
&  Mcllvaine.     1893. 
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^ug^Jj  imdcT  Dr.  Arnold,  and  became  bead  of 
tbe  Sixth.  Form ;  and  from  tbero  be  went  to 
Balliol  College,  Oxford,  wben  Dr.  Jenkyns  was' 
Master.  His  medical  studies  were  carried  out 
at  St.  Bartbolomew's  Hospital,  wbere  be  beld 
some  appointments ;  but  overwork,  and  devo- 
tion to  bis  profession,  broke  down  bis  bealtb, 
and  ended  bis  promising  career  in  1848,  at  tbe 
early  age  of  35  ;  be  was  also  Pbysician  to  tbe 
Public  Dispensary  in  St.  Clement  Danes  Parisb, 
wbere  bis  kindness  and  attention  to  tbe  poor 
gained  for  bim  universal  esteem  and  regard. 
I  .  But  bis  claim  to  some  notice   amongst  otber 

members  of   our  family,  is  due  to   bis  efforts 
(amongst    tbe  first   tbat  were  made)   to   bring 
before  tbe  Englisb  public  tbe  canse  of  Idiots 
r  and  tbe  Feeble-minded,  at  a  time  wben  little  or 

[•  no  attention  bad  been  given  to  tbe  subject.     In 

[  tbe  year  18-1-2  be  travelled  in  Switzerland  for 

his  bealtb,  and  tbere  visited  an  Institution  just 
begun  on  tbe  Abendberg,  3000ft.  above  Inter- 
;.  laken,   by  a  young  Pbysician,  Dr.  Guggenbiibl, 

1  for  tbe  relief  and  cure  of  Cretins.     In  tbe  fol- 

lowing 3'ear  be  wrote  and  publisbed  a  pampblct, 
giving  an  account  of  bis  visit  and  wbat  be  saw 
tbere,    wbicb    bad    mucb    impressed   bim.       In 
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1845  lie  published  extracts  from  the  Report  on 
the  Abeudberg,  and  was  unremitting  in  his 
endeavours  to  make  known  the  good  work  that 
was  being  done  there.  That  attention  was 
effectually  aroused  on  the  hitherto  unthought 
of  subject,  is  proved  by  a  list  of  2G  publications 
which  were  issued  during  the  next  ten  years, 
similar  efforts  being  begun  in  Germany  and 
Italy,  as  well  as  iu  America,  Dr.  Howe,  of 
Boston,  having  witnessed  the  work  carried  on 
in  Switzerland. 

In  England  no  special  efforts  had  been  made 
for  the  Idiot,  but  in  184-6,  some  ladies  at  Bath, 
having  read  the  pamphlet  by  Dr.  ^Y.  Twining, 
opened  a  Home  for  Children,  which  grew  and 
flourished  so  rapidly,  that  it  soon  had  to  be 
removed  to  larger  premises. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  1847  "  the  too 
long  neglected  branch  of  Christian  love  and 
charity  was  gradually  extending  itself  in  the 
hearts  and  sympathies  of  the  benevolent  British 
public,  and  the  idea  of  forming  an  Asylum  for 
Idiots  of  different  classes  arose  in  the  minds  of 
a  few  persons  in  London.  Dr.  Andrew  Reed 
gathered  friends  of  the  cause  together,  and 
brought    it   forward.       In   1847,  Park    House, 
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Higligate,  was  made  an  Asylum  for  Idiots, 
being  the  first  of  the  kind  in  England,  and 
surely  all  subsequent  efforts  may  be  traced  to 
the  seed  sown  by  the  Pamj^hlet  of  1S42,  which 
had  thus  rapidly  borne  the  fruits  of  success. 
Essex  Hall,  Colchester,  followed  in  1850,  and 
the  large  Institution  at  Earlswood,  Eeigate,  is 
now  known  to  all,  with  many  others,  as  the 
results  of  50  years'  labours  and  interest. 


!  The  next   member    of    the    family    and    the 

I  '  medical  profession    who    Ave    wish  to  name   is 

I    ■  another   William    Twining,    of    Halifax,    Xova 

Scotia,   one  of  that  branch   which,  as  we  have 

said,   migrated    from    Pembrokeshire   in    1770. 

rHis  father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Twining,  Garrison 

;  Chaplain  at  Halifax,  of  wliom  we  have  already 

j  given  a  notice.     He  was  born  in  1815,  and  died 

!  in  1839,  from  yellow  fever,  caught  by  going  on 

board  a  slave-vessel,  which  had  been  captured 

i  and    taken   to    Sierra    ]jCone,    where    he    was 

\  required    to  attend  the   slaves    suffering    from 

that  disease.     He  came  to  England  to  study  at 

St.  Thomas's    and    Guy's    Hospitals,    and  was 

considered    to    be  an   able  and  clever  medical 

i  man. 
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Auotlicr  member  of  the  family  and  of  tlio 
medical  profession  wliose  career,  thoiigli  short, 
deserves  to  bo  recorded,  is  Frauk  Tlieed 
Twining,  Grandson  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Twining, 
named  amongst  the  ecclesiastics  of  our  family 
on  p.  81.  Frank  ^Yas  the  eldest  son  of  Frank, 
born  in  184S,  and  educated  at  Christ's  Hos- 
pital, where  he  became  a  '^  Grecian,"  and 
gained  an  exhibition  of  £80  for  four  years  at 
Cambrido-e.     He  entered  at   Downino-  Collesfe, 

I  and  on  leaving  the  University  became  a  Student 

at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  where  he  afterwards 
held  the  post  of  House  Physician.  He  was  also 
resident  Clinical  Assistant  at  Victoria  Park 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  Assis- 
tant Medical  Officer  to  the  Stockwell  Fever 
Hospital.  He  subsequently  went  for  some 
months  to  Vienna,  and  in  1876  was  appointed 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Homerton 
Fever  Hospital,  where  he  remained  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  From  a  very  early  period  of 
his  life  he  had  suiiered  from  deafness,  and  this 
gradually  increased    so    much    as    to    interfere 

t  seriously  with  his  prospects   as  a  medical  man. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  career  he  was  a  most 
enthusiastic    student   of    medicine,    and    being 
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endowed  witli  mucli  ability,  powers  of  accurate 
observation,  and  a  sound  judgment,  lie  suc- 
ceeded in  making  himself  an  accomplished  and 
well-read  Physician.  But  the  defect  in  hearing 
increased  so  rapidly  that  he  felt  he  could  hardly 
succeed  in  the  ordinary  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  it  is  probable  that  it  was  this  con- 
,viction  which  led  him  to  devote  himself  to  the 
work  of  the  Fever  Hospital.  The  want  of 
exercise  and  recreation  wliich  this  entailed 
told  upon  his  health,  and  in  1882  he  became 
seriously  ill,  and  after  lingering  for  some 
months,  he  died,  somewhat  suddenly,  while 
asleep,  in  1883,  aged  45.  His  deafness  un- 
doubtedly blighted,  at  least,  indirectl}^  his 
prospects  in  life,  and  led  to  his  decline  in 
health  ;  but  it  never  altered  the  genuine 
honesty  and  chivalrous  kindness  of  his  character. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  likes  and  dislikes ; 
but  though  the  staunchest  of  friends,  was  never 
a  bitter  enemy.  '\Yithout  being  in  the  posses- 
sion of  wealth,  ho  was  always  ready  to  give ; 
and  as  a  lady  who  was  once  a  "  Sister"  at  St. 
Thomas's,  and  much  attached  to  him,  truly 
observed,  **  it  was  easier  for  him  to  do  a 
kindness    than    to    leave    it. "      One    of    the 
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Students  happened  to  be  in  want  of  money ; 
Frank  knew  it,  and  lent  him  a  considerable 
sum.  When  he  subsequently  came  to  repay 
the  loan,  he  was  requested  not  to  do  so,  and 
Avas  asked  to  watch  for  some  other  Student 
who  might  chance  to  bo  in  difficulties,  and  to 
hand  it  oyer  to  him.  His  life  abounded  in  acts 
of  disinterested  thoughtfulness  for  others,  of 
which  the  following  is  another  instance.  In 
the  Hospital  lay  a  man  who  was  very  ill,  and 
supposed  to  be  dying ;  he  had  a  great  desire  to 
see  his  wife,  but  as  it  was  late  in  the  night,  a 
difficulty  arose  about  finding  a  messenger  ;  and 
Frank  immediately  walked  some  miles  to  fetch 
her. 

These  few  facts  suffice  to  show  that  had  he 
not  been  oyerwhelmed  by  an  infirmity  against 
which  he  long  manfully  struggled,  he  would 
have  lived  to  be  as  distinguished  a  Physician, 
as  he  was,  up  to  the  moment  of  his  death,  an 
honest,  kind-hearted,  and  chivalrous  gentleman. 

This  sketch  is  taken  from  a  brief  memoir 
written  by  Dr.  Starkey  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital. 
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The  list  of  departed  members  of  our  family 

who    deserve    to    be    recorded,    -would    not    be 

complete  without   adding  one  more  to  it,  viz., 

Elizabeth,    the    second    daughter    of    Richard 

Twining,  born  April  lOth,  180-5,  died  December 

24th,  1889.     Her  life  was   occupied  in  works 

of  help  and  usefulness  for  lier  poorer  felloAv- 

creatures,  which  continued  to  the   time  of  her 

death.     She    inherited   the  strono-  constitution 

of  previous  generations,  but  chiefly,  as  we  used 

to  think,  the  vigorous  health  and   longevity  of 

the  Longcrofts,  which  Avas  rarely  interrupted, 

almost  the  onlv  occasion  beino-  when,  in  middle 

life,  she  took  scarlatina  from  a  poor  family  when 

visitinsf  in  the  neio'libourhood   of  Clare  Market, 

where  she  knew  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  ;  we 

•  were  told,  since   her  death,  by  one  who  was  a 

I  Curate   in   the   Parish    at  that   time,  that  she 

t  knew    the    disease   prevailed,    and   begged  his 

I  mother   who    lived    in    Russell-square    not    to 

allow  him   to  visit   there,   while  she  continued 

to  do  so.     This   w^as  only  one  of  the  acts  of 

\  self-denial    and    sacrifice    wliich    characterised 

her  life. 
'■■  Durino-  our  residence   in  St.  Clement  Danes 

she  regularly  attended,  from  tlie  age  of  15,  to 


THE    TWINIXa    FAMILY.  27 

teach  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  which  was  the 
chief  work  for  women  amongst  tlie  Poor  in 
tliose  days.  But  wlien  we  left  for  Bedford- 
place,  in  St.  George's,  Bloomsbury,  she  did  not 
give  up  any  of  her  old  work,  for  lier  heart  and 
interest  were  still  in  that  Parish,  which  needed 
help  far  more  than  that  in  whicli  we  lived. 
She  not  only  continued  to  visit  there,  as  before, 
but  she  began  new  work  also,  and  hired  a  small 
house  just  opposite  King's  College  Hospital, 
to  be  used  for  various  purposes ;  a  mission- 
woman  was  installed  there,  and  the  large  rooms, 
above  and  below,  were  used  for  Meetings, 
Lectures,  Refreshments,  and  a  Penny  Bank. 
She  always  believed,  and  I  think  correctly,  that 
she  was  the  first  to  begin  what  are  now  known 
universally,  and  in  nearly  every  Parish,  as 
''Mothers'  Meetings,"  the  poor  women  of  the 
Parish  being  gathered  in  large  numbers  for 
reading,  working,  and  the  purchase  of  clothing. 
The  Penny  Bank  was,  I  believe,  also  a  new 
endeavour,  in  the  ''Forties,"  to  promote  thrift, 
now  so  generally  adopted.  Temperance  was 
also  advocated  by  her,  at  least  twenty  years 
before  the  large  Church  of  England  Society 
was  started.     These  various  objects  obliged  her 
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frequently  to  be  out  late  in  the  evening,  when 
she  would  always  cheerfully  forego  tlie  family 
dinner,  and  content  herself  with  late  refj-esh- 
ment  on  her  return.  At  this  time  she  also  took 
part  in  founding  a  Middle-class  School  for 
Girls,  begun  in  Southampton-row,  in  which  she 
was  associated  with  Lady  Monteagle,  Miss 
Emily  Taylor,  and  other  friends,  and  which 
afterwards  developed  into  Bedford  College. 
For  fifteen  years  she  was  on  the  Committee  of 
Queen's  College,  ITarley-street,  and  also  acted 
as  Secretary,  founding  a  Scholarship  as  well  in 
1867.  During  many  visits  to  Ireland,  to  her 
cousin,  Frederick  Twining,  at  Cleggan  Tower, 
Connemara,  she  became  much  interested  in  the 
Peasants,  and  helped  to  establish  sewing-classes 
for  them.  All  this  work  was  cariied  on  till  the 
time  of  our  leaving  Bedford-place,  in  1860, 
when  our  home  was  l)roken  up  and  she  went 
to  live  in  the  old  family  "  Dial  House,"  at 
Twickenham,  but  she  still  conlinued  to  come 
up  constantl}"  to  visit  her  old  and  beloved 
neighbourhood.  She  restored  the  Parish  Alms- 
houses at  Twickenham,  and  constantly  visited 
the  inmat(}S.  But  works  of  charity  did  not 
occupy  all  her  time   and   thoughts.      In  early 
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days  she  took  the  chief  part  in  educating  licr 
younger  brothers  and  sisters,  besides  carrying 
on  her  own  advancement  in  knowledge.  She 
possessed  the  family  taste  and  talent  for  draw- 
ing, inherited,  as  we  always  believe,  from  our 
Great  Uncle  Longcroft,  whose  beautiful  and 
accurate  sketches  in  Indian  ink,  sent  over  from 
India,  at  the  end  of  the  last  centur}^,  are 
known  to  many.  She  painted  in  various  styles, 
copying  in  miniature  many  of  the  fine  pictures 
by  the  old  Masters  in  the  Dulwich  Gallery, 
during  the  summers  we  spent  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  which  now  adorn  the  walls  of  various 
members  of  the  family ;  she  also  sketched  and 
painted  in  water-colours,  and  numerous  volumes 
remain  of  these  drawings,  made  during  foreign 
as  well  as  English  tours.  Flowers  were,  how- 
ever, her  chief  delight,  and  in  the  painting  of 
which  she  most  excelled,  having  also  a  knowledge 
of  Botany,  and  a  large  collection  of  dried  plants. 
During  many  years  she  was  occupied  upon  a 
work,  afterwards  published  in  two  folio  volumes, 
as  illustrations  of  the  Natural  Orders  of  Plants, 
for  which  drawings  were  made,  with  indefati- 
gable industry,  at  Kew,  and  wherever  specimens 
could  be  found.      These  were  afterwards  drawn 
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in  litliograpliy,  painted  by  lierself,  and  copied 
by  others,  from  the  originals,  all  being  done  by 
hand.  In  after  3'ears,  an  edition  in  8vo  was 
published,  reduced  by  photography,  and  printed 
in  colours.  She  also  brought  out  a  volume  of 
Lectures  on  Plants,  such  as  she  used  to  give  to 
classes  for  Working  ^Yoraen  at  the  College  in 
Great  Ormond-street,  and  elsewhere. 

During  many  years  of  her  life  she  was  much 
;  interested    in    the    history    of   our    family    and 

former  generations,  and  endeavoured  to  collect 
materials    for     Pedigrees    of     the    Longcroft, 
Smythies,    and    Twiniug    families  ;     these    re- 
;  '  searches,  though  barely  completed  at  the  time 

of  her  death,    led  to   all   that   has  been    sub- 
sequently done  in   this  direction,   and  she  had 
the    satisfaction    of  seeing   many    obscure    and 
hitherto  unknown  questions  cleared  up. 
1  Soon  after  her  removal   to  Twickenham,  she 

•  began    to  think  of  further   plans  for  the  help 

;  of  the  sick  Poor,  and  these  finally  resulted  in 

/  her  determination   to  build  a  Cottage  Hospital 

for  tliem  in  the  place  where  our  ancestors  had 
lived  for  so  long.  After  many  years  of  anxiety 
and  difficulty,  this  project  was  at  length  accom- 
plished, and   it  remains   as  a  lacting  memorial 


THE    TWINING    FAMILY.  31 

of  lier  affection  for  the  place  where  the  last  23 
3' ears  of  her  life  were  spent ;  it  was  not  only 
built,  but  partially  endowed,  by  her,  and  is 
known  by  the  name  of  St.  John's  Hospital. 

Many  other  books  and  papers  were  written 
b}'  her ;  there  is  one  small  volume  of  Addresses 
for  Mothers'  Meetings,  the  first  of  the  kind 
published  for  this  object,  and  which  is  still 
often  named  as  having  been  found  nseful  at 
the  beginning  of  the  movement.  Amongst  the 
earliest  of  these  was  "  Ten  Years  in  a  Piagged 
School,"  1857,  this  having  been  one  of  the 
great  interests  of  her  life,  being  carried  on  in 
Clare  Market,  for  the  poorest  children  who 
were  unable  to  attend  the  other  Schools ;  her 
visits  to  it  were  constant,  in  order  to  help  and 
support  the  young  schoolmistress,  who,  with 
her  mother,  carried  it  on  for  many  years. 


I  cannot  close  these  brief  memorials  of 
departed  relations,  with  any  remarks  that  will 
express  in  better  terms  my  thonghts  on  the 
subject,  than  these  by  the  Eev.  S.  Baring- 
Gould  :— 

"  Tlie  delight  of  watching  the  re-emergence 
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of  a  disappcaved  family  likeness,  as  gencratious 
pass,  is,  no  doubt,  the  chief  dehght  of  having 
a  good  series  of  famil}^  pictures.  But  there  is 
an  advantage  in  such  a  series  which  is  not 
perhaps  much  considered,  and  that  is,  the 
linking  of  the  pi'esent  generation  in  thought 
with  the  past.  Since,  with  the  Reformation, 
prayer  for  the  dead  ceased,  our  association  with 
the  world  of  the  departed  has  fallen  into  almost 
total  disregard,  and  we  neither  think  of  holding 
any  communion  of  thought  and  goodwill  with 
our  forefathers,  nor  suppose  that  they  can 
entertain  any  kindly  thought  of,  or  wishes  for, 
ns  and  our  welfare.  And  yet,  how  much  we 
owe  them !  The  gathering  together  of  our 
plate,  our  books,  our  pictures,  our  old  furniture, 
nay  more,  if  we  have  not  inherited  these,  we 
have  from  them  some  twists  in  onr  mind,  some 
terms  in  our  speech,  some  physical  or  psychical 
characteristics,  some  virtues  and  some  faults. 
'We  owe  to  those  old  people  more  than  we 
suppose.  To  their  self-restraint,  their  guileless 
walk,  their  frugal  ways,  we  owe  our  ov/n  hale 
bodies  and  strict  consciences.  If  we  have 
good  in  us,  if  we  are  scrupulous,  honest,  truth- 
ful, self-controlled,  it  comes  to  us  in   a    large 
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measure  from  honest  ancestry.  .  .  It  is  a 
pleasm-e  and  a  rest  to  think  of,  and  cuUivate 
affection  for,  those  of  our  family  who  belong  to 
the  past." 

LOUISA  TWINING. 


Tunbi-idge  ^Vells,  1893. 
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Anotlier  interesting  fact  tliat  has  been  dis- 
covo'ed  since  the  "  Facts "  were  printed  is 
that  the  "  jSTew  Inn  "  Hotel,  at  Gloucester,  was 
built  by  John  Twyning,  a  ]\ronk,  400  years 
ago,  ''  for  the  accommodation  of  man  and 
beast,"  at  the  time  when  the  Shrine  of  EdT\'ard 
the  2nd  in  the  Cathedral  was  visited  by  nume- 
rous Pilgrims.  He  was  murdered  in  Berkeley 
Castle  in  1327.  The  "New  Inn"  must  there- 
fore have  been  built  on  the  site  of  the  "  Old 
Inn."  Abbot  Seabrook  presided  over  the 
Monastery  fi'om  1400  to  1457,  and  in  his 
time  th6  Inn  was  built,  with  an  underground 
passage  to  the-  Abbe}'  ;  it  had  two  square 
Courts,  and  stairs  leading  to  two  tier  galleries  ; 
it  was  spacious,  with  numerous  rooms ;  the 
beams  are  of  chesnut,  the  spaces  filled  with 
brick  and  plaster.  It  remains  at  the  present 
time  with  its  principal  features  unchanged, 
and  is   one  of  the  interesting  sights  of  Glou- 
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"  I  do  believe  I  must  one  day  or  other  sit  down  and  write 
memoirs  of  the  Twining  Family." — From  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Twining  to  his  Nejphmv^  Rev.  Daniel  Twining^  1799. 


"  We  seem  to  want  something  of  a  connected  memoir 
of  our  friends  and  relations  ;  you  and  I  would  gladly 
preserve  as  much  as  we  can  of  times  now  becoming 
evanescent.  If  not  done  by  some  of  us,  how  many  things 
will  become  dreams,  how^  many  entirely  lost  ?" — Rev. 
Daniel  Tivining  to  his  Brother  Richard,  1847. 


PREFACE. 

These  extracts  from  the  larger  collection  of 
annals  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  G.  Twining, 
were  suggested  by  the  printing  and  circulation 
of  the  Pedigree  of  the  Twining  Family  last 
year.  The  few  and  short  notices  of  some 
members  contained  in  it,  elicited  the  remark 
that  many  more  such  would  have  been  inter- 
esting to  the  present  generation ;  and  thus  has 
been  formed  this  collection,  which  may  be 
called  a  supplement  to  the  pedigree.  Another 
inducement  to  print  this,  was  the  knowledge 
that  my  sister  Elizabeth,  who  compiled  the 
chief  part  of  that  document,  was,  I  am  aware, 
always  anxious  to  collect,  and  prepare  for  dis- 
tribution, these  further  histories  of  our  family 
in  the  past,  though  she  was  never  able  to  caiTy 
out  the  idea,  but  for  which  she  left  many  notes 
and  papers.  These  have  been  collected,  and 
largely  added  to,  by  the  researches  of  the 
member    of    the    family    already   named,    who 
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visited  all  the  localities  where  our  ancestors 
dwelt,  in  order  to  investigate  the  parish  records 
and  other  documents,  to  enable  him  to  trace 
our  connexion  with  the  far  distant  past. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be 
able  to  make  the  results  accessible  to  the 
many  members  of  our  family,  to  whom  I  feel 
sure  they  will  prove  interesting,  as  shewing 
our  descent  from  remote  periods,  and  from 
many  worthy  personages  of  great  ability,  and 
even  historical  interest,  as  well  as  a  connexion 
with  some  of  the  noblest  buildings  and  monu- 
ments of  the  past.  It  will  surely  add  an 
interest  to  visits  to  these  far-famed  spots  to 
remember  that  those  who  belong  to  us,  and 
whose  name  we  bear,  were  connected  with  the 
life  and  the  work  carried  on  there  so  many 
centuries  ago. 

Some  of  these  places  I  visited  in  1887,  and 
had  much  pleasure  in  tracing  and  seeing  these 
links  with  past  generations,  such  as  the  grave 
of  John  Twining,  in  Pains  wick  Churchyard, 
and  his  humble  stone  cottage  on  the  lovely  hill- 
side above,  though  at  the  time  we  were  unable 
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to  discover  any  descendants   of  the   once  nu- 
i;,  merous    farail^y    in    Gloucestershire,     the    last 

[  member    of  which   died  last  year.     It  is   only 

recently  that  we  have  been  able  to  trace  our 
connexion  w4th  these  older  branches  of  the 
family,  and  with  those  of  the  same  name  in 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  When,  many  j-ears 
ago,  a  Dr.  Twining  came  over,  and  visited  us 
when  we  lived  in  Bedford  Place,  we  had  no 
knowledge  of  how  he  was  related  to  us,  though 
we  felt  sure  he  must  have  been  so.  Now  this 
has  all  been  made  clear,  owing  to  the  researches 
so  carefully  carried  out  in  Gloucestershire,  by 
which  the  missing  links  have  been  discovered, 
proving  that  we  are  descended  from  the  same 
stock,  and  have  one  common  origin. 

Louisa  Twining. 


January.  1^9i 


•  I 
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PREFACE  TO  SECOND  EDITION, 

The  first  edition  of  these  "  Facts "  being 
exhausted,  and  copies  being  still  in  request, 
the  present  edition  is  sent  out  with  several 
corrections  and  additions  which  have  been 
made  during  the  last  three  3^ears,  amongst 
which  are  two  notices  of  departed  members 
of  the  Family.  In  addition  to  the  first  edition 
of  the  "  Facts,"  a  "  Supplement"  was  printed 
in  the  following  year,  1893,  containing  notices 
of  some  more  members  who  lived  during  the 
last  fifty  years,  and  whose  lives  were  worthy  to 
be  recorded  and  added  to  those  of  former 
generations.  Copies  of  both  parts  can  now  be 
obtained. 

Louisa  Twixixg. 


Tunbridge  Wells,  June,  1895. 


THE  TWINING  FAMILY. 


In  compiling  the  aiioals  of  the  Twining 
family,  the  first  thing  to  be  dealt  with  is  the 
origin  and  history  of  the  name :  for  this  we 
must  go  back  1300  years,  to  the  remote  begin- 
ning of  English  history. 

The  Twinino's  of  Twining-  were  of  that  race 
which  was  English  before  William  the  Con- 
queror came. 

Tlie  place  from  which  this  family  arose  is 
situated  in  the  northern  division  of  the  county 
of  Gloucester ;  it  consists  of  a  scattered  village, 
rich  meadows,  pastures,  and  arable  land,  eight 
miles  in  compass.  The  approach  to  the 
village  of  Twining  (about  two  miles  north  of 
Tewkesbury)  is  across  King  John's  Bridge, 
and  throusfh  a  fine  avenue  of  elm  trees.  It 
mav  be  of  interest  to  e'lve  a  few  notes  on  the 
history  of  Twining  before  the  Saxons  came. 
It  passed  in  succession  through  the  hands  of 
the  Romans,  the  Saxons,  the  Danes,  and  the 
Normans.  The  Romans  left  the  camp ;  the 
Saxons  gave  the  name ;  the   Danes  devastated 
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the  Church   and  Granges ;  the   Normans  built 
the  Church. 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  Roman  occupation, 
save  the  existence  of  a  camp  called  TcAvbury 
Hill ;  it  is  an  irregular,  oblong  square,  strongly 
defended,  commanding  an  extensive  view,  its 
area  contains  twenty  acres  of  very  fertile  land. 
This  portion  of  the  island  was  first  invaded 
by  the  Romans,  a.d.  45,  when  Plautius  routed 
the  Dobuni.  A  chain  of  fortresses  may  be 
traced  along  the  southern  bank  of  the  Severn. 
It  remained  for  nearly  400  years  in  the  hands 
of  the  Roman  conquerors. 

It  was  to  defend  Italy  against  the  Goths 
that  Rome,  in  a.d.  400,  recalled  her  legions 
from  Britain,  to  which  country  they  never 
returned. 

Prior  to  the  Saxon  invasion,  under  Cuthwin, 
the  son  of  Cynic,  a.d.  577,  we  have  no  men- 
tion of  the  name  ;  the  origin  of  the  patronymic 
**  Twining "  dated  from  this  period.  From 
the  Saxons  it  received  the  name  of  Tvi,  i.e., 
two,  inge,  i.e.,  meadows,  on  account  of  its 
having  meadows  on  the  banks  of  two  rivers, 
the  Avon  and  tbe  Severn.  After  the  decisive 
battle  of  Deorham,  now  Dyrham,  in  which  the 
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three  British  kings,  Con  mail,  Condiclaii,  aud 
Farinmoil,  fell,  Ciithwiu  and  Ceanlin  took 
possession  of  Gloucester. 

The  period  when  tlie  Severn  valley  was  first 
inhabited  by  the  Saxons,  has  been  fixed  by 
Dr.  Guest,  from  entries  in  the  Saxon  chronicles, 
to  be  after  the  Battle  of  Deorham,  a.d.  577. 

In  the  reign  of  Alfred  the  Great,  the  Danes 
invaded  Eno-land  and  drove  the  Saxons  from 
their  lands.  At  Twining  Fleet  (or  Ferry)  they 
turned  back  after  the  burning  of  Theoisbury, 
and  pillaged  the  Saxon  Granges  and  Church  of 
Bredon.  For  two  centuries  the  land  was  dis- 
tracted with  the  wars  between  the  English  and 
I  the    Danes.     The    country  between    Bath    and 

Worcester  was,  in  fact,  the  great  battle  ground 
on  which  the  issue  was  fought  out,  during  so 
man}'  years,  by  Alfred  and  his  invaders ;  the 
last  o-reat  and  crownins:  victorv  of  the  Eno-lish 
king  in  893,  was  gained  at  Boddington,  about 
five  miles  from  Tewkesbury.  So  far,  we  see 
the  orio'in  of  the  name  and  some  associations 
of  the  place.  It  may  have  been  that  our  Saxon 
ancestors  bestowed  this  land  upon  the  Church, 
as  Edwiou  gave  Ledbury  to  the  Church  of 
Hereford. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  Domesday 
Book,  drawn  up  by  the  order  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  begun  in  1080,  and  completed  in 
1086. 

Survey  of  the  Manor. 

*'  Tuninge  (Twyning)  was  held  of  the  manor 
of  Theodechesberie  (Tewkesbury)  in  the  reign 
of  King  Edward  the  Conqueror.  It  was  taxed 
at  two  hides  and  a  half.  Maud,  Queen  of  King 
Wilham,  gave  these  lands  to  John  the  Cham- 
berlain. It  paid  a  yearly  rent  of  35s.  in  both 
reig-ns.  The  Church  of  S.  Mary  de  Wincelcomb 
held  Tuninge  in  the  reign  of  King  William  the 
Conqueror,  It  was  taken  at  three  hides.  These 
were  four  acres  of  meadow,  and  a  wood,  two 
furlongs  long,  and  one  furlong  broad.  It  paid 
a  yearly  rent  of  £8  in  King  EdAvard's  reign  ; 
£7  yearly  in  King  William's  reign." 

This  manor  continued  in  the  Abbey  of 
Winchcombe  from  the  Norman  Conquest  to 
the  dissolution. 

Fosbrook  gives  this  interesting  account  of 
the  vineyards  of  Tewkesbury. 

"  A  messuage  and  land  in  Twyning  was  held 
of  the  Lord  of  Tewkesbury  on  certain  con- 
ditions,  one  of  which  was   the   finding  a  man 
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for  sixteen  days  in  digging  in  the  vine3^ards, 
and  gathering  the  grapes  for  three  days." 

"In  13 Go,  Thomas  Canninges,  Parson  of 
Tarent  Monkton,  apphed  for  licence  to  give 
a  messuage  and  two  virgates  in  Tw^yning  to 
Tewkesbury  Abbey." 

In  the  "  Cartuhirium  Monasterii  de  Winch- 
combe,"  or  Winchcombe  Cartulary,  there  are 
numerous  notices  concerninfj:  the  manor  ;  the 
first  dates  from  1233,  Henry  the  Abbot. 
"  Twining  a  yard  land  at."  The  name  is 
spelt  in  as  maiiy  as  fourteen  or  fifteen  different 
ways,  from  the  Cth  to  the  14th  centuries,  as 
Twenyug,  Twenying,  Twinning.  In  1306  we 
find,  "  a  yard  land  in  Twining,  granted  by 
John  Cole,  of  Tewkesbury,  to  the  Abbot  and 
Convent  of  Wiuchcomb,  in  fee  together  with  a 
messuage."  It  was  also  so  spelt  in  1175. 
I  In  the  account  of  the   farms  and  possessions 

given  by  the  blessed  King  Kenulph  to  the 
monastery  of  Winchcombe,  is  mentioned  "  The 
Lordship,  or  manor,  of  Twining."  The  manor 
was  granted  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  in  the  year  1608. 

Twining  Church  is  the  shell  of  an  unusually 
spacious  Norman  structure,  into  which  decorated 
windows  have  been  inserted,    and   which    still 
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retains  two  Norman  doors,  and  an  arch  into  the 
Chancel. 

.  The  registers  at  Twining,  and  the  documents 
at  Christchurch,  Oxford  (in  the  gift  of  which 
College  it  is),  contain  much  information.  In 
the  former  are  records  of  the  Twining  family 
until  the  year  1800,  and  the  registers  at  Pains- 
w^ck  and  Pershore  constantly  refer  to  the 
Tw^inings  of  Twining.  The  earliest  record  as 
yet  discovered  relates  to  Thomas  Twining,  born 
about  1360,  died  1412.  He  possessed  some 
property  in  Tewkesbury  adjoining  the  estates 
of  the  Lords  of  Tewkesbury. 

In  the  year  787,  w^e  first  hear  of  Winchcombe, 
as  it  is  spelt  in  Domesday.  It  is  twelve  miles 
from  the  village  of  Twining,  in  a  beautiful 
valley  under  the  Cotswold  hills.  Since  an 
eminent  ancestor  of  the  Twining  family  was  a 
mitred  iVbbot  of  AYinchcombe,  and  it  was 
partly  through  his  exertions  that  the  Monastery 
became  so  great,  we  will  add  a  few  facts 
concerning  its  early  history.  A  nunnery  was 
built  there  by  King  Offa,  of  Mercia,  w^hen 
Winchcombe  was  the  chief  City  of  all  the 
counties  then  comprised  in  that  Kingdom. 
In    789,    Kenulph    laid    the    foundation    of    a 
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stately  Abbe}^  for  500  Monks.  In  811,  it  was 
dedicated  with  great  pomp  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  was  consecrated  by  Wilfred,  Arclibisliop  of 
Canterbury,  and  twelve  Bishops,  in  the  presence 
of  kings,  dukes,  and  many  noblemen.  He  gave 
among  many  other  manors,  that  of  Twining. 
Kenulph  died  in  822,  and  w^as  buried  in  the 
Church  of  the  Monastery  ;  his  son,  Kenelm, 
brought  it  into  great  repute.  In  977,  it  suffered 
from  an  invasion  of  the  Danes,  but  it  was 
restored  in  the  reign  of  Edgar,  under  Oswald, 
Bishop  of  Worcester,  to  the  Benedictines,  in 
whose  possession  it  remained  till  the  dissolution. 
In  the  reign  of  Wilham  the  Conqueror  he  dis- 
possessed the  Monastery  of  Winchcombe  of  the 
manor  of  Twining. 

In  1265,  Winchcombe  w^as  created  a  mitred 
Abbey,  and  tlie  first  summons  of  the  Abbot  to 
Parliament  was  in  that  year. 

The  first  Abbot,  Germanus,  dates  from  985  ; 
the  26th  in  the  list  was  John  Twining,  from 
1474  to  1488.  The  second  succeeding  him  was 
Richard  Anselm,  1539,  the  last  Abbot,  who 
became  the  first  Dean  of  Westminster. 

John  Twining  (26th  Mitred  Abbot)  received 
the   Benediction    on  Aucrust    22nd,   1474.     He 
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was  a  great  promoter  of  learning,  and  through 
his  exertions  the  IMonastery  was  raised  to  the 
level  of  a  University. 

We  can  only  lament  that  there  is  no  existing 
description  of  the  Monastery  and  Abbe}'  Church, 
which  were  entirely  demolished  very  soon  after 
its  surrender  by  the  first  ]iroprietor,  Lord 
Seymour  of  Sudeley.  The  Abbot's  House,  after 
being  used  as  the  Parish  Workhouse  for  many 
years,  was  entirely  destroyed  in  1815. 

We  now^  come  to  the  Abbey  of  Tewkesbury 
and  its  Abbots,  which  the  Chronicles  tell  us 
had  its  foundation  laid  centuries  before  the 
Normans,  by  a  Saxon  Hermit,  named  Theocus, 
who  established  himself  on  the  banks  of  the 
Severn  and  built  a  Church,  probably  at  the 
end  of  the  seventh  century ;  and  a  few  years 
later  it  was  converted  into  a  j\ronastery  and 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  ^lary,  by  two  pious 
brothers,  Dukes  of  Mercia.  This  was  destroyed 
bv  fire,  but  in  10S7  it  was  re-constructed  and 
a  magnificent  Abbey  was  created,  the  greater 
part  of  which  we  see  at  the  present  day. 

At  the  death  of  Thomas  Twining,  of  Tewkes- 
bury, in  1412,  he  left  some  land  in  Holmes 
Meadow  to  his  wife  Christina. 
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In  1666,  Thomas  Twining,  of  Nannton 
Beauchamp,  married  into  the  family  of  Sir 
Edward  Dineley,  and  as  the  Twinings  were 
connected  with  Tewkesbury  Abbey  in  1412, 
1471,  and  1539,  it  may  be  interesting  to  know 
that  through  this  marriage  they  were  aUied 
with  the  foundation.*  The  earhest  Will  yet 
discovered  is  that  of  Thomas  Twining,  of 
Tewkesbury,  dated  1412,  and  it  is  to  be  seen 
in  the  Probate  Court  of  Worcester;  this  is  a 
copy  of  it. 

The  Will  of  Thomas  Twining,  of  Tewkesbury, 

1412. 

The  will  was  made  on  Saturday,  in  the 
morrow  of  S.  Matthew,  Apostle.  He  decided 
to  be  buried  in  the  grave-yard  of  the  Blessed 
Mary  of  Tewkesbury,  and  left  xxs.  to  the  Lord 
Abbot  and  Convent  there,  and  several  religious 
bequests : 

To  his  son  Richard,  a  silver  cup. 

To  his  wife  Christina,  an  acre  of  meadovr  in 
Holeh'me. 


*  See  the  tomb  of  the  Dinelcys  uikIlt  the  Altar  at  Xether- 
toii.  "  To  the  memory  of  Francis  Dinok-y,  nobly  descended 
on  both  side.^." 


16  THE    T\YINIXG    FAMILY. 

To  Thomas,  son  of  m)^  son  Jolm,  one-half  of 
a  buro'ao-e  in  Walker's  Lane. 

To  my  son  Thomas,  x4s.,  &c. 

Legacies  to  my  daughters,  Alice,  Agnes,  and 
Elizabeth,  and  to  my  servants,  Richard,  Je'im, 
and  John. 

Residue  of  goods  to  my  wife. 


During  the  four  centuries  of  its  existence 
before  the  Conquest,  the  Abbey  of  Tewkesbury 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  much  im- 
portance among  the  Monastic  Foundations  of 
the  country,  being  overshadowed,  probably,  by 
the  Ro3'al  Monasteries  of  Wiuchcombe  and 
Gloucester. 

The  next  member  of  the  Twining  family, 
associated  with  the  Abbey,  was  Richard  Twining, 
Monk  of  Tewkesbury,  who  was  ordained  a 
Regular  Priest  in  Worcester  Cathedral  on 
December  19th,  1472.  As  a  Monk  and 
Deacon  of  the  Abbey,  he  would  be  present  on 
the  famous  day  of  the  Battle  of  Tewkesbury, 
1471,  when  the  Lancastrian  army,  under  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  and  Queen  2^Iargaret,  was 
completely   defeated    by   Edward   lY.,  and   his 
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brother  Richard,  and  the  troops,  took  refuge  in 
the  Abbey.  The  victorious  Yorkists  followed ; 
Edward  arrived  at  the  porch  with  the  intention 
of  dragging  the  fugitives  out,  or  of  killing 
them  where  they  stood.  But  the  Abbot  came 
from  the  Altar,  where  he  had  been  celebrating 
Mass,  and  holding  the  Consecrated  Sacrament 
in  his  hands,  forbade  the  king  to  commit  such 
sacrilege  within  the  walls  of  the  Church,  and 
refused  to  let  him  pass,  till  he  had  promised  to 
spare  the  lives  of  those  who  had  taken  shelter 
in  the  house  of  peace.  The  king  promised,  and 
he,  the  Abbot,  the  monks,  the  soldiers,  and  re- 
fugees, all  joined  in  a  solemn  thanksgiving 
service,  the  former  for  victory,  the  latter  for 
safety. 

Once  again  in  the  annals  of  Tewkesbury 
the  name  of  Twining  appears,  1539,  at  the 
dissolution  of  the  Monastery,  when  Thomas, 
Monk  of  Tewdvcsbury  Abbey,  was  compensated 
by  the  King's  Commissioners. 

Thrjs  the  Abbey  and  its  inmates  lived  on  for 
nearlv  50<)  years;  iitteen  g^'uerations  of  Bene- 
dictine Monks  occupied  successively  the  cells  of 
the  dorniitorios,  the  desks  of  tlu-  cloisters,  and 
the   graves   of   the    coinctery.       There    are    no 
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traditions  of  evil  clinging  to  their  memory, 
while  their  beautiful  Aljbey,  even  yet,  speaks  of 
good  and  holy  work,  if  all  other  voices  were 
silent. 

But  the  time  came  when  no  more  generations 
of  monks  were  to  work  in  the  cloister,  to  pray 
in  the  Abbey,  or  to  rest  in  the  cemetery. 
Warnings  of  change  had  been  sounding  around, 
them  for  years,  and  at  last  they  assumed  such 
a  form,  that  no  more  monks  came  to  the  Abbey, 
and  as  the  old  ones  died  off,  the  community 
was  reduced  to  about  forty,  probably  not  a 
quarter  of  their  usual  number.  How  the  last 
remnant  met  the  final  blow  in  1539  is  not  re- 
corded. The  Abbot  was  created  Bishop  of 
Gloucester,  the  thirty-eight  monks  received 
£286  13s.  4d.,  the  majority  being  sent  into 
the  world  with  annuities  of  £6  13s.  4d.  to 
each. 

A  complete  table  of  descent  exists  from  Ilollo, 
Duke  of  the  Normans,  911 — 927,  through  King 
Ethelred  and  Edward  the  Confessor  to  the 
family  of  the  Dineleys,  one  of  wliom,  Hester, 
was  married,  as  we  have  said,  to  Thomas 
Twining,  and  from  whom  the  Twiuings  of  Ber- 
shore  may  be  traced  to  the  present  day. 
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We  DOW  come  to  the  TwiniDg?  of  Painswick. 
Immediately  after  tlie  dissolutiou  of  the  Monas- 
teries began  the  dispersion  of  tlie  Twinings, 
and  one  branch  sought  repose  in  the  peaceful 
vallc}-  of  Painswick,  a  few  miles  from  Tewkos- 
bmy.  The  Church  is  a  large  building  with  a 
tow^er  and  spire,  and  a  celebrated  peal  of  twelve 
bells;  the  Churchyard  is  remarkable  foi-  104 
yew^  trees  which  border  its  })ath5. 

The  following  names  appear  in  a  schedule 
containing  a  hst  of  the  coppiliolders  of  Pains- 
wick, made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  27th 
day  of  November,  "  anno  regni  Regis  Jacobi, 
undecimo;''  2  AVilHam  Twinings,  Robert,  2 
Johns,  and  Thomas,  of  the  dates,  1G13,  1614, 
1615. 

The  Registers  of  Painswick  begin  in  1660. 
The  name  of  Twining  appears  upon  almost 
every  page  from  1651—1800.  No  few^r  than 
102  baptisms  are  recorded  from  the  first  John, 
in  1651,  down  to  Matilda,  in  1798.  The  list  of 
marriages  is  smaller,  from  Thomas,  who  married 
Rebecca  Green  in  1662,  to  Hannah  Twining, 
who  married  John  Haines,  in  1754.  The 
names  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth  are  found  in  tins 
list  of  13. 
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Of  burials,  tliirty-five  are  recorded,  beginning 
with  Marj^  in  1G37,  to  Samuel,  in  1799.  In 
1675,  we  find  ]\Iary,  widow  of  John  Twyning 
de  Edga. 

One  of  our  most  interesting  ancestors  is 
John  Twining,  of  Painswick,  who  lived  in  one 
of  a  group  of  stone  houses,  in  a  dell  under 
Longridge  Wood,  Sheepscombe.  The  nearest 
Church  T\'as  Painswick,  the  Parish  Church. 
On  Sundays,  when  the  bells  rang  for  service, 
the  sound  was  wafted  to  this  little  Combe,  but 
it  was  no  signal  to  the  youngsters,  who  not 
beinn-  at  the  neisrhbourinc:  mills  at  work, 
passed  the  day  in  play  and  idleness.  John 
Twdnino'  thouo-ht  he  could  do  something^  with 
some  of  these,  so  he  got  a  few  to  come  to  his 
house,  and  told  tliem  tales  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  interest  them,  making  them  willing  to 
give  up  their  games  on  the  Sunday  and  go  to 
hear  him.  He  was  encouraged,  for  the  neigh- 
bours soon  began  to  perceive  the  improvement 
in  the  children.  "We  have  been  told  that 
Robert  Raikes,  of  Gloucester,  being  on  a  visit 
to  Painswick,  heard  of  this  little  Sunday  class, 
grasped  the  idea,  and  himself  started  Sunday 
Schools.     Raikes  gave  him  a  Bible,  v/hich  has 
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not  yet  been  traced,  but  a  member  of  the 
family  said  that  it  had  gone  to  one  of  the 
Twining  branch  at  Twining.  John  hes  buried 
in  the  Churchyard  at  Painswick,  near  the 
north  side  of  the  chancel,  but  his  grave  is  not 
marked  by  a  tombstone.  The  little  spark 
kindled  by  hira  did  not  flicker  and  go  ont,  but 
being  caught  up  by  the  Curate  of  Painswick, 
who  had  charge  of  the  Sheepscombe  District, 
I  it  was  flmned  into   a  flame,   so   that,  early   in 

I  this   century,  a  Church  vfas  built  there  which 

was  well  attended. 

The  Twinings  of  Pershore. 

Pershore  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Avon,  and  here,  Oswald,  a  nephew  of  Ethelred, 
King  of  Mercia,  founded  a  religious  honse, 
689,  for  secular  Canons,  but  they  Avere  dis- 
missed, and  the  Monastery  became  an  Abbey 
for  Benedictine  Monks,  by  charter  of  King- 
Edgar,  about  970.  All  the  Abbot's  buikhugs 
were  demolished,  except  its  cruciform  church  of 
the  Holy  Cross.  In  the  registers  of  Pershore 
Abbey  we  And  seventeen  baptisms  of  Twinings, 
in  the  chnrches  of  S.  Andrew  and  Holy  Cross, 
beginning  with  Edward,  1736,  and  ending  with 
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John,  1807.  Four  burials  are  recorded  from 
1789  to  1809.  In  the  register  of  S.  Andrew's 
are  six  more  baptisms,  from  1821  to  1830,  In 
the  Registrar  General's  Report  we  read  that 
"  In  the  year  1006,  Oct.  27th,  Thomas  Twining, 
of  AYjH'e,  near  Pershore,  aged  26,  obtained  a 
licence  to  marry  Hester  Dineley,  25,  daughter 
of  William  Dineley,  gentleman,  of  tliis  parish, 
Naunton  Beauchamp." 

For  many  centuries  the  Twinings  lived  in  the 
Vale  of  Evesham,  which  extends  from  the 
"Warwickshire  hills,  to  the  river  Severn,  near 
Tewkesbury,  and  from  the  Broadwa}'-  hills, 
south,  to  Pershore,  north. 

In  one  volume  of  the  Evesham  Registers  are 
the  following  entries  :'  a  baptism  of  Mar}'",  in 
1643,  and  another  Mary  died  1648,  both 
daughters  of  John,  who  is  famous  for  the  part 
he  played  in  the  first  civil  war  ;  he  was  brotJier 
to  Thomas  of  Pershore.  There  are  many 
documents  in  the  British  Museum  and  Record 
Office  which  give  an  account  of  the  siege  of 
Evesham,  the  trial,  defence,  and  impi'isonment 
of  John.  Lieutenant  Twining  appears  in  tlio 
list  of  548  prisoners  taken  by  (Colonel  Massey,  at 
the  storming  of  Evesham,  on  .May  2Gth,  1045. 


fe 
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There  is    also    the   following   notice,    1651  : 
''  Trial   of     Johu     Twining    l>efore    CromAV ell's 
Commissioners  for  taking  part  in  the  defence 
of  Evesham   against  the  Parliamentary  forces, 
in  the   first  war."     He  was   twice  imi^risoned, 
and   his   property  confiscated.      The  following 
is   from   a    paper  in  the   Record  Ofilce  :    "  By 
.the  Commissioners  for  compounding.     AYarrant 
signed  by  Sam.   Moyer,    14th    January,   1651, 
ao-ainst  John  Twyninge,  of  Fladbury."     Again, 
"  Fourteen   days   after    notice    to    John    Twm- 
ninge  of  Fladbury,  he  sliould    go  lawfully  to 
prison." 

The    petition    of    John    to    the    Commons, 
December  9th,    1651,  is  a  very  able  argument 
for  his  defence.     He  was  charged  for  assisting 
in    the    rising    of   the    garrison.       Then  there 
is    the  petition    of    "  John    Twyning"    to    the 
Commons   for    compounding    the    delinquents, 
April,   1652,  and  several  other   similar  notices 
and  petitions.     And,  in  the  papers  of  the  Royal 
Commissioner's  Report  on  Historic  Docimients, 
is  scheduled   a   book  in  the  possession  of  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  with  the  title,  "  Re- 
marks   on    the    History    of    King   Charles    1., 
1  OUvcr  Cromwell,   and   King  Charles   11.,  in  a 
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different  and  uncommon  view.  Dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Hertford,  bv  John  Twiniuo-."* 

The  registers  of  Wyre  begin  1716,  and  re- 
cord the  baptism  of  "William,  son  of  Richard 
and  Mar}',  1732,  and  Thomas,  in  173-1  ;  others 
of  their  children  are  in  the  recristers  of  Per- 
shore  ;  at  Throgmorton  are  fonnd  seven  bap- 
tisms, from  1696  to  1719.  The  familiar  names 
of  Thomas,  William,  Richard,  and  Edward, 
being  varied  b}^  a  "  Tobias."  There  is  one 
burial,  of  John,  in  1708. 

In  the  Probate  Court  of  Worcester  we  find 
the  Will  of  Thomas  of  Throgmorton,  or  Wyre, 
property  situated  on  the  Avon,  divided  between 
wife  and  family,  which  appears  to  have  con- 
sisted of  nine  members.  There  are  no  less 
than  twentv  Wills  of  Twinino-s  at  Gloucester, 
beginning  with  William,  1544,  and  ending 
with  John,  1040.  Amongst  tlie  names,  in 
addition  to  the  old  ones,  are  James,  Robert, 
and  Anthony,  and  Agnes,  Alice,  Juliana,  Edith, 
and  Jane. 

In  1723,  John  Twining,  of  Fladbury,  was 
appointed     Guardian    to    the    sons     of    Jonas 


Tliis  hook  lias  not  been  discovered. 
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Twining,    of   Tln-ogmorton    (Probate   Court  of 
"Worcester). 

Tlic  list  of  Ecclesiastics  in  onr  famil;/  dates 
from  1472,  when  Richard  was  Monk  and  Priest 
of  tlie  Abbey  of  Tewkesbiuy  ;  1474,  John, 
Lord  Abbot  of  Winchconibe ;  1 539,  Thomas, 
Monk  of  the  Abbey  of  Tewkesbury  ;  1739, 
Thomas,  Yicar  of  Wilsford  ;  1761,  Joseph, 
Curate  of  Aldworth  ;  1 804,  Thomas,  Rector 
of  S.  Mary's,  Colchester;  1850,  Daniel,  Rector 
of  Stilton  and  Therfield ;  1851,  James,  Yicar 
of  Holy  Trinit}',  Twickenham,  and  Little  Cas- 
terton ;  down  to  the  present  day,  when  three 
are  still  livino-.* 

O 

Several  members  of  the  family  have  been 
Authors,  from  John,  1651,  to  the  present 
generation;  amongst  these  we  may  mention, 
Thomas,  who  published  in  1787,  Richard  in 
1784,  William  in  1832,  Henry  in  1846,  :\lary 
in  1838,  and  Elizabeth  in  1855. 

The  followino-  notices  of  some  of  our  ances- 

O 

tors  will  be  of  interest : 

Thomas  Twining,  Vicar  of  Wilsford,  was 
born  in  1665,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Hester, 


Two  only  now  remain.  1895. 
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of  Pei'sliore.     He  was   educated   at   All   Souls' 

College,   Oxford,   where   he   matriculated,   May 

6th,   1681,  aged    17,  B.A.    1685,   M.A.  Marcli 

7th,     1688-9.       He    was    appointed    Yicar    of 

Wilsford  (then  spelt  Willeslbrd),   1696,   and  of 

Charlton,  Wilts,  1702.     in  a  letter,  dated  1717, 

{  written  to  his  cousin  Thomas  at  the  *'  Golden 

Lion,"  in  Devereux  Court,  Strand,  he  remarks, 

[•  that   his    health    is    failing,    but   he    rides    to 

■  Uphaven  to   see  his  Aunt,  "  who  is  as  tender 

of  me  as  if  I  were  her  son ;    I  have  made  my 

i  Will,  and  you  are   sole  executor,   having  given 

I  you  the  bulk  of  my  property ;    may  you  long 

f  enjoy  it." 

He  afterwards  changed  his  mind,  and  Will, 

and   left    the  care  of  his  affairs  to  his  cousin 

:  Josiah ;    probably  it  was  the   motherly  care  of 

!  his  Aunt  Mary,  wife  of  his  Uncle  Josiah,   that 

j  led  to  this  alteration. 

I  In  1722,  he  presented  a  silver   cup,*  worth 

I  £10,  to  the  College  of  All  Souls',  Oxford,   and 

i  in  1736,  he  gave  £100  also,  tor  the  Clergy  and 

j  ■  Choristers.     He  died  in  1739. 

i  The    following    extract    from     the    Evening 


*  This  is  noL  in  the  CuUc";c.  and  canuoL  now  be  cruced. 
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Standard  of  1888,  gives  some  Records  of 
Stratford-on-Avon,  found  in  an  old  room  of 
the  Grammar  Scliool.  A  list  is  given  of 
apprenticeships,  indentures,  &c.,  of  the  17th, 
18th,  and  19th  centuries.  Five  arc  of  Shake- 
speare's time,  one  of  these  being  as  follows, 
''  between  Richard  x\.nger  and  Isabell  his  wife, 
of  Stratford-ou-Avon,  and  Elizabeth  Twining, 
daughter  of  William  Twining,  late  of  Stratford- 
on-Avon,  deceased,  with  them  good  huswyferie 
and  the  trade  of  weaving  bone  lace  to  learne." 

Thomas  Twining,  born  January  8th,  1735, 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Daniel,  of  London.  His 
father  wished  him  to  succeed  him  in  his 
business,  but  as  he  had  an  invincible  desire  to 
devote  himself  to  study,  he  gave  way  to  him 
and  sent  him  to  Cambridge,  where  he  entered 
at  Sidney  Sussex  College.  Here  he  distin- 
guished himself  not  only  as  a  scholar,  but  by  his 
practical  and  theoretical  knowledge  of  music. 
He  was  an  able  performer  on  the  harpsichord, 
organ,  and  violin,  and  few  persons  knew  more 
about  the  history  and  science  of  the  art  than 
he.  In  1760,  he  took  his  degree  as  B.A.,  and 
three  years  later  that  of  M.A.  In  1768,  he 
became  Rector  of  AVhite  Notley,  in  Essex,  to 
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which,  ill  1770,  iliu  living  of  S.  Maiy,  Col- 
chester, was  added,  aud  he  was  presented  by 
Dr.  Lowth,  tlieii  Bishop  of  London,  without 
any  other  recommendation  than  that  of  his 
personal  character.  Henceforth  he  devoted 
himself,  without  any  desire  of  further  prefer- 
ment, to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  Parochial 
duties,  and  to  the  pm^suit  of  study,  until  his 
death  on  August  6th,  1804,  at  the  age  of  70. 

He  was  a  man  of  considerable  learnino-  and 
of  great  taste  in  the  arts,  especially  poetry  and 
music  ;  he  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
languages,  and  is  said  to  have  written  and 
spoken  French  and  Italian  with  the  same 
correctness  and  fluency  as  his  mother  tongue. 

In  the  performance  of  his  clerical  duties  he 
was  most  conscientious,  and  durinq;  the  last 
forty  years  of  his  life  he  scarcely  ever  allowed 
himself  to  be  absent  from  his  parishioners  for 
more  than  a  fortnight  in  the  year,  although  his 
society  was  very  much  courted.  The  onl}^  work 
that  he  published  is  a  translation  of  Aristotle's 
Poetics,  which  is  reckoned  one  of  the  best 
English  translations  of  ancient  writers.  It  was 
published  under  the  title  of  "Aristotle's  Treatise 
on   Poetry,"    translated,    with    notes    on    the 


'^ 
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I;  translation,  and  on  the  original,  and  two   dis- 

sertations on  poetical  and  musical  imitation, 
London,  1789,  4to.  A  second  edition,  witli 
some    improvements     and     additions     by    the 

I  author,    was    edited    b}-    his    nephew,    Daniel 

Twining,  1812,  two  vols.,  Svo.  His  notes  and 
dissertations  are  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
everyone  who  studies  the  theory  of  poetry  and 
music. 

He  married  Ehzabeth  Smythies  of  Colchester, 
the  first  of  the  inter-marriages  of  these  two 
families. 

A  vol.  of  letters  by  Thomas  Twining  has 
been  edited  by  Mr.  Richard  Twining,  his  great 
nephew,  1882,  entitled,  "  Recreations  and 
Studies  of  a  Country  Clergyman  of  the  18th 
Centmy." 

Daniel  Twining,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary, 
of  London,  Isleworth,  and  Twickenham,  was 
born  in  1777.  He  spent  a  few  years  wdth  his 
grandparents,  John  and  Mary  Aldred,  at  St. 
Faith's,  near  Norwich,  and  attended  the 
Grammar  School  there,  under  the  teaching  of 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Parr.  xVfterwards  he  went 
to  a  school  to  learn  French,  and  then  to  Pem- 
broke  Hall,    Cambridge.     His    first   promotion 
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was  to  the  Rectory  of  Stilton,  Hunts.,  lio 
married  Jane  Wing,  and  after  some' years,  in 
1832,  Avas  offered  the  living  of  Therfield,  Herts., 
by  the  Dean  and  ChajDter  of  St.  Paul's,  Dr. 
Hughes,  one  of  the  Canons  Residentiary,  being 
his  Godfather.     He  died  in  1853. 

James,  of  a  later  generation,  second  son  of 
John  Aldred  and  Emma  Twining,  was  educated 
at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  became 
seventh  wrangler;  he  had  as  a  pupil,  Lord 
Alw;y'ne  Compton,  now  Bishop  of  Ely.  He  was 
afterwards  Curate  of  Battersea  for  a  few  years, 
and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Bevau,  in  1851, 
Richard  Twining,  his  uncle,  being  well-known 
to  Bishop  Blomfield,  applied  to  him  for  the 
hving  of  Holy  Trinity,  Twickenham.  The 
Bishop  replied  that  "  he  had  much  pleasure  in 
offering  it  to  one  of  a  family  who  had  done  so 
much  for  the  Church  in  various  ways."  James 
accepted  the  living,  and  soon  afterwards,  in 
1854,  married  Mary  E.  Bevan,  a  daughter  of 
the  first  Incumbent.  He  remained  there  eleven 
years,  when  j\Ir.  By ng,  the  Rector  of  Little 
Casterton,  Rutlandshire,  exchanged  with  him  in 
1862,  and  there  he  lived  till  his  sudden  death, 
in  1874,  aged  53  years. 

The    foUowms:     notice    is    taken    from    the 
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"  Journal    of  the   Society  of   Arts,"   February 
22ncl,  1895  :— 

Thomas  Twining.— Mr.  Tliomas  Tvnuing,  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Society  of  Arts 
(he  was  elected  in  181.7),  died  on  16th  Feb- 
ruary, 1895.  He  was  a  member  of  tlic  Council 
from  1851  to  1859,  and  a  Vice-President  from 
1862  to  1873,  during  which  period  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Society.  Mr. 
Twinino'  was  born  at  St.  Faith's,  near  Norwich, 
in  1806.  From  boyhood  he  had  been  much  of 
an  invalid.  In  1823  his  eyesight  was  impaired 
by  exposure  in  Switzerland,  and  in  1825  the 
effects  of  a  fall  on  the  ice  at  Milan,  necessitated 
the  use  of  crutches  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  In 
spite  of  these  bodily  infirmities,  Mr.  Twining 
i  was  most  energetic  in  his  attempts  to  improve 

the  instruction  of  the  working-classes,  and, 
before  1849,  he  had  endeavoured  to  estabhsh  a 
technical  college  for  artisans.  In  1855,  he 
reported  to  the  Council  of  the  Society  of  Arts 
on  "  Special  Collections  of  Articles  of  Domestic 
and  Sanitary  Economy  for  the  Working  Classes," 
and  soon  afterwards  he  superintended  the  col- 
lection by  the  Society  (see  Journal,  vol.  iii. 
p,  675)  of  models,  drawings,  &c.,  for  an 
Economic  Museum.      A   portion  of  these   col- 
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lections  ^Yas,  in  1857,  handed  to  the  South 
Kensington  Museum,  subsequent  collections 
were  lent  to  the  Polyteclmic  Institution,  and 
in  1860,  Mr.  Twining  founded  his  own  Eco- 
nomic Museum  at  Twickenham  ;  this,  unfor- 
tunately, was  burnt  in  1871.  The  Economic 
Gallery,  which  attracted  much  attention  at  the 
Paris  Exhibition  of  1855,  was  due  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  Society,  initiated  by  Mr.  Twining. 
The  Emperor  Napoleon  III.  and  the  Empress 
Eugenie  took  great  interest  in  the  scheme, 
which  was  carried  out  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Prince  Napoleon.  Mr.  Twining 
brought  out  in  1874,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
J.  Scott  Russell,  a  work  entitled  "  Technical 
Training,"  which  embodied  the  results  of  his 
studies  of  industrial  life,  and  was  an  early 
contribution  to  the  now  very  extensive  litera- 
ture connected  with  Technical  Instruction.  In 
^  connection  with  his  Economic  Museum,  and  as 

I  a  help  towards  the  wide    dissemination    of  its 

I  teachings,    he    planned    a    series    of  illustrated 

i  lectures  on  elementary  science,  which  he  pub- 

:  lished  under  the  title  of  "  Science  made  Easy," 

and   which    has    been    largely   used   at  various 
[  institutions  about  the  country  for  the  purpose 

of  spreading    a    knowledge    of    the    science   of 
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common  life.  Besides  these  two  works,  Mr. 
Twining  published  many  pamphlets  and  reports 
on  the  subjects  in  which  he  was  so  greatly 
interested.  He  received  the  Cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  from  Napoleon  III.  in  1855, 
and  the  Order  of  SS.  Muurizio  e  Lazaro  from 
the  Italian  Government  in  1867,  besides  medals 
at  various  exhibitions. 

The  Welsh  Twynixgs. 

But  few  facts  have  been  connected  with  this 
branch  of  our  family,  but  the  following  are 
given,  as  of  interest. 

The  first  Twining^  who  went  to  Wales  was 
John,  grandson  of  Thomas,  of  Pershore,  the 
son  of  John  and  Joan  of  Throgmorton.  Two 
generations  later,  William  (who  was  a  Welsh- 
speaking  Welshman),  went  to  the  island  of 
Nassau,  in  1787,  from  Pembroke,  and  then  to 
Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  one  of  the  first 
Missionaries  of  the  S.P.G-.  One  of  his  sons 
was  Chaplain  at  Halifax,  and  another,  Charles, 
was  a  lawver  there,  and  comins:  over  to 
England  in  1868,  died  at  Lee,  in  Kent,  where 
his  tombstone  may  be  seen. 

Mrs.  Dent,  of  Sudeley  Castle,  Winchcombe, 
sent  the  copy  af  a  letter  dated   1865,  from  the 
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Rev.  "William  T^Y3^ning,  of  Grosmont  Rectory, 
Hereford,  to  the  Rev.  W.  H.  G.  Twining, 
whereupon  he  communicated  with  Major  "William 
E.  Twj'ning,  of  Llandrindod,  Radnorshire,  son 
of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Twyninsr.  He  writes 
that  he  does  not  possess  au}^  notes  on  the  early 
histor}^  of  his  family,  that  his  ancestors  are 
buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Lampeter  Velfrey? 
near  Narberth,  Pembrokeshire,  and  that  the 
earlier  tombstones  are  too  worn  to  be  deciphered. 
The  earliest  member  he  knows  of  is  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Twyning,  Rector  of  Amroth,  who  died 
in  1757,  ao-ed  97.  The  father  of  the  Rev.  W. 
H.  Twyning  was  Captain  Twyning,  R.A.  He 
used  to  say  that  Twyning  and  Twining  originally 
sprang  from  the  same  stock.  One  of  this  family 
was  Chaplain  to  Lord  Sherbourne. 


L  In  Burke's  General  Armoury,  1842,  the 
Welsh  Twynings  are  described  as  of  great 
antiquity.  In  a  work  by  Ellen  Millington, 
"  Heraldry  in  History,  Poetry,  and  Romance," 
the  following  passage  occurs  : — -"The  Twynings 
of  Bryn,  county  Pembroke,  have  a  very  ancient 
coat,  '  Sa,  two  bars  between  two  stars  of  six 
points,  or ; '  the  crest  represents  the  twins. 
Castor  and  Pollux,   in  infancy,  as  the  stars  are 
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supposed  to  represent  tliem  after  death."  The 
motto  is,  "  Stellis  aspirate  Gemellis  ;  '  aspire 
to  the  twin  stars,' "  an  allusion  doubtless  to 
the  name  of  Twyuing.  This  crest  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  existence.  In  the  year  1818, 
as  Mr.  Richard  Twining  was  passing  through 
Llandrindod  Wells,  he  saw  a  cliariot  with  the 
English  Twining  crest  upon  it.  It  is  very 
remarkable  to  find  this  ancient  Welsh  branch  of 
the  family  bearing  the  English  crest  in  1818. 


f'r-/ 
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2.  The  arms  used  by  Daniel  Twining  in  1783 
was  evidently  brought  to  London  by  Daniel, 
the  elder,  in  1670,  and  adopted  by  the  family. 
It  has  some  resemblance  to  that  of  the  Twyuings 
of  Bryn,  but  the  stars  have  five  points. 
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PPiEFACE. 

While  engaged  iu  the  pleasant  task  of  com- 
piling some  ''Facts"  in  the  annals  of  our 
Tamil}',  I  have  been  aware  of  one  omission, 
and  this  1  now  endeavour  to  make  good  by 
adding  a  notice  concerning  one  of  its  most 
esteemed  and  revered  members,  pur  beloved 
father,  Richard  Twining,  whose  death  occurred 
nearly  40  years  ago.  To  the  brief  account  of 
his  life,  taken  from  the  Guardian  of  that  date, 
I  have  added  some  letters  written  b}'  him  to 
his  wife,  during  the  first  of  those  foreign  tours 
which  formed  so  great  a  portion  of  the  pleasure 
of  his  life,  then,  and  for  many  3'ears  after- 
wards, even  till  his  80th  yeai".  The  fact  that 
they  -were  written  more  than  80  years  ago 
ma}^  give  them  some  claim  to  interest  in  a 
generation  which  has  passed  into  such  wholly 
different  circumstances  of  life  and  locomotion, 
but  who,  in  the  rush  and  whirl  of  modern 
existence,  are  perhaps  too  read^^  to  forget  or 
despise  the  more  sober  and  patient  methods 
and  manners  of  past  times. 

Some  letters  of  a  later  date  have  been  pub- 
lished bv  my  brother  in  his  volume  of  Family 

A  2 
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Eecords/'''  and  it  is  believed  that  these  earlier 
impressions  may  prove  as  interesting,  showing 
the  still  more  primitive  methods  of  travelling 
which  vrero  o-eiieral  at  the  beo-innino-  of  the 
centur}-.  Other  letters  in  that  volnme  will 
shew  that  the  taste  for  foreign  travel  was 
hereditary,  and  was  indidged  in  by  a  former 
o-eneration  at  a  time  when  it  was  rarely  nnder- 

CD  »•' 

taken.  As  a  rule,  and  after  the  time  Avhcn 
the  old  home  of  onr  mother  at  Colchester  was 
broken  np,  onr  family  generally  migrated, 
during  the  two  or  three  summer  months,  to 
a  house  within  reach  of  London,  in  order  that 
our  father  could  go  up  frequently,  and  many 
were  the  pleasant  resorts  thus  visited,  both  by 
the  sea  and  inland,  giving  those  opportunities 
for  the  st\idy  and  collection  of  various  objects 
of  natural  history,  not  always  available  for 
Londoners. 

To  the  younger  members  of  our  family  I 
can  only  hope  that  these  few  records  of  an 
ancestor,  still  remembered  by  some  of  them, 
may  prove  an  encouragement  to  follow  him  in 
the  steps  of  his  long  and  honoured  life. 

Louisa  Twixixa. 

llochcster.  1806. 


*  Pa|K'rs  of  tlie  Twining  Family,  by  Rieliard  Twining. 
Jolm  !M array,  1n^7. 
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Richard  Twining,  the  eldest  of  five  brothers 
and  three  sisters,  son  of  "Richard  and  Mary 
Twining  (nee  Aldred)  was  born  on  May  5th, 
1772,  at  Deverenx  Conrt,  Strand,  and  died  on 
October  11th,  1857,  at  Bedford  Place,  Rnssell 
Square. 

At  the  time  of  his  illness  and  death  a  record 
was  kept  of  the  daily  occurrences   of  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  copies  of  the  numerous  letters 
of  condolence    and    sympathy  received  by  his 
I  family  were  added.     Tliese   comprised   several 

from  the  public  bodies  to  which  he  had  be- 
lono-ed,  and  to  those  named  in  the  (I'nardian 
may  be  added  the  A^cstry  of  St.  Clement  Danes, 
the'  Committee  of  Management  of  King's 
College    Hospital,*    the    Equitable     Insurance 


*  The  >' Twiiiiiio- "Wai-.r^  in  King's  Colle.u-o  Hospital  was 
built  by  soiae  nu'inbtrs  of  the  faiuily  in  lacinory  of  him  and 
of  his  coustant  intcivst  in  that  Institution. 
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f  Company,    of    which    he    was    a   Director   and 

Trustee  (signed  by  his  old  friend  Ralph  Price), 

and  from    the  North    London   Eye  Infirmary, 

i  an    institution    he    had    befriended    from    its 

I  beo'innino". 

j  Amongst  the  numerous  letters   from  private 

persons  was  one  written  by  an  old  servant  who 

I  ,  had  lived  with  us  for  a  long  period  20  years  pre- 

I  viously,  but  who  had  just  been  paying  a  visit  to 

her  "dear  master,"  as  she  still  loved  to  call  him. 

i  These  letters  all  speak  of  him  in  terms  of 

j  admiration  and  love,  as  "  the  wise   counsellor, 

I  the  kind  and  judicious  friend,  the   zealous  and 

";  active  Christian,  the  good  husband  and  father." 

Another  says,  "  the  title   of    '  Patriarch '    does 

indeed   become  him ;    he  was    the   man   of  all 

r  others  to  uphold  the  true  dignity  of  the  British 

j  merchant,    the   very    strength    of  England,   at 

j  home  and  abroad," 

I  And  3^et  one  more   old    friend    ^^Tites,    "he 

quitted  this  life  with  the   same   serenity  that 
always  accompanied  him  through  his  long  and 
i  responsible  career,  commanding  the  esteem  and 

^  respect  of  every  bod}^  who  cauie  in  contact  with 

,  him  in  business  or  otherwise.     I  can  only  say 

1  that  I  have  ever  looked  upon   him   wdth    un- 
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limited  respect,  and  also  with  deep  love  and 
regard." 

As  the  chief  events  of  his  peaceful  and 
regular  life  are  given  in  the  Gimrdlon  notice,  I 
will  only  add  that  during  his  scliool  life  at 
Norwich  he  lived  witli  his  beloved  and  revered 
Grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldred,  at  their 
cottage  in  St.  Faith's,  near  the  town;  he  never 
ceased  to  acknowledge  the  influence  for  good 
he  received  from  his  Grandmother,  to  whom  he 
was  devotedly  attached  during  all  the  years  of 
her  life.  In  1802  he  married  Ehzabeth  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  Kev.  John  and  Elizabeth 
Smythics  (uce  Longcroft),  of  Colchester;  their 
"golden  wedding"  being  celebrated  in  1852; 
three  sons  and  five  daughters  were  born  to 
them,  two  of  whom  remained  with  him  to  the 
last  in  the  home  at  Bedford  Place,  three  (one 
daughter  and  two  sous)  having  already  gone 
before  him  into  the  better  land.-  The  following 
notice  in  the  GiianJian  appeared  the  week 
following  his  death,  and  supplies  all  that  need 
be  further  said  concerning  his  life  : — 

"  The  readers  of  the  Guardian  and  the  friends 
of  the  Church  may  be  interested  in  hearing  a. 

'^^  My  Mother  died  in  ISGG.— L.  T. 


.  b  THE    TWINING    FAMILY. 

few  particulai^s  of  the  life  and  death  of  Pticliard 
Twining,  Esq.,  whose  death  was  noticed  in  the 
obituary  of  last  week,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  85. 

"  The  uniform  and  consistent  course  of  his 
:  life,  spent  chiefly  on  the  same  spot  and  in  the 

same  occupations,    was   very   remarkable.     He 
was  educated  at  the  Norwich  Grammar  School 
1  under  the  learned  Dr.  Parr,  where  he  acquired 

I         .  the  refined  taste  for    classical  learning    Avhich 

[  remained   with   him    through  life,  as  his  well- 

worn  Virgil  and  other  classical  books  testify, 
i  The  foundation  must  have  been  well  laid,  for  at 

-f  the  early  age  of  fifteen  he   came  to  London  to 

[  join  the  house  of  business  established  for  150 

I  years  in  the  Strand,  which  w^as  also  his  birth- 

place.    From  this  time  it  was  the  scene  of  his 
dail}^   labours  for  70  years,    with  but   few  in- 
terruptions, and  the  last  day  of  his  active  life 
•  was  spent  there,  scarcely  five  weeks  before  his 

,\  death.     Many  are  the  friends  who  will    there 

i  miss  his  kind  and  courteous  reception,  and  his 

I  ready  and  wise  counsel  and   advice.     He  was 

\  for  many  years  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Troop  of 

Eoyal  Westminster  Volunteers,  and  acquired 
the  highest  respect  and  honour  b}'  the  manner 
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in  whicli  lie  fulfilled  every  duty  required  of  Lira. 
Later  in  life  he  was  for  many  years  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Bye-Laws  at  the  East  Lidia 
House,  and  was  as  highly  esteemed  there  as 
elsewhere  by  all  those  with  whom  he  was 
brouo'ht  into  contact.  He  was  a  liberal  and 
zealous  supporter  of  many  Charitable  Institu- 
tions, an  old  Member  of  the  Society  of  Arts, 
and  a  Fellow  of  the  Eoyal  Society.  For  thirty 
years  he  filled  the  office  of  Treasurer  to  the 
Public  Dispensary  in  Carey  Street,  and  by  his 
wide  influence  and  generosity  greatly  con- 
tributed to  its  prosperity.  Himself  noticed  by 
the  highest,  he  was  not  above  the  friendship  of 
the  humblest.  A  Eoyal  Duke  has  been  pleased 
to  call  him  his  '  friend,'  and  carried  on  the 
regard  shown  toAvards  him  for  years  by  his  late 
Eoyal  father.  Yet  he  was  lowly  in  his  own 
eyes,  and  his  heart  was  ever  open  to  the  sorrows 
of  the  poor  and  suffering.  "With  a  touching 
thouo-htfulness  he  would  often  send  some 
delicacy  from  his  own  table  to  a  poor  aged 
widow  in  the  neighbourhood,  whose  wants  he 
could  think  of  in  the  midst  of  the  pressure  of 
weighty  and  important  concerns  of  which  he 
was  the  head.     Those  beautiful  lines  in  Keblc's 

A3 
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Hymu  for  St.  Mattliew's  Day  have   often  been 
[  tlioiio'lit  of  in  connection  T\'itli  him  :  — 

! 

I  "  Tliere  are  in  tliis  loud  stunninLi'  title 

}  Of  human  cave  and  crime, 

I  "With  whom  the  melodies  abide 

!  Of  the  everlasting  chime  ; 

\  "Who  carry  music  in  their  heart 

I  Througli  dusky  lane  and  wrangling'  mart, 

I  Plying  their  daily  task  with  Inisier  feet, 

i  '  Because  their  secret  souls  a  holy  strain  repeat." 

I  "And  this  has  been  strikingly  confirmed  by 

;  a  friend  ^Yho  has  written  since  his  death,  saying 

i  how  he  was  lately  strnck  with   a  circumstance 

\  connected  with  his   own  brother's  death  a  few 

'  months  since,   when  not  only  he  received  con- 

\  solatory    and    sympathising   letters    from    ^Ir. 

Twining  on  the  occasion,  but  to  his  surprise 
^       "  he   told    him   that   (vrriting  from  his   house  of 

I  business)  he  had  been  in   spirit  with  him  on 

I  the  Funeral  day  and  had  followed  the  mourners 

j  in   the    beautiful    Burial    Service.     Such    cha- 

;  racters  we  may   indeed  hope    and   believe   are 

!  the  *  salt'   of  this  Great   City,  where  so  much 

I  -       of  evil  dwells  that  the  thought  of  it  becomes 

sometimes  almost  overwhelming. 

■  ''  He  was  ever  a  faithful  member  of  the 
i  Church   and  a  devoted  admirer  of  her  beautiful 
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services.    The  late  Bishop  Blomfield,  who  often 
I  met  him  on  occasions  when  good  works  were 

f  advocated,  was  wont  to  refer  to  his  well  known 

r.  support    of    and    attachment    to    the    Church. 

K;  Through  life  the  prayers   of  our  Liturgy  were 

[  his   support  and   comfort    in  many    afflictions, 

I  and  during  his  last  illness  they  were  ever  on 

his  lips,  repeated  with  a  singular  accuracy. 
Those  who  think  '  forms  of  prayer'  unnecessary 
and  undesirable,  could  not  have  supplied  any- 
thing new  and  unlearnt  before,  which  could 
have  taken  the  place  of  these  '  forms,'  taught 
in  the  early  days  of  childhood  by  a  mother  and 
grandmother.  Consciousness  and  clearness  of 
mind  were  mercifully  vouchsafed  to  this  aged 
servant  of  God  till  the  last  day  of  his  life, 
and  his  latest  thoughts  were  expressed  in 
prayer.  His  patience  and  resignation  were 
those  of  a  true  Christian,  finishing  his  course 
in  humble  reliance  on  his  Saviour  in  whose 
merits  alone  he  trusted,  though  his  long  life 
had  been  one  uninterrupted  course  of  good 
deeds,  testifying  of  love  to  God  and  man. 

*'  The  universal  esteem  and  re^-ard  in  which 
he  was  held   was  manifested  in  the  Parish  of 

his  birth  (and  in  which  he  had  resided  till  the 
■a4 
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last    20  years),   by  a  general    closing   of    tlie 
j  shops.      His    remains    Avere   followed    to    the 

;  Kensal    Cemetery  by    a  large    number   of    liis 

I  family   and  friends,  rich   as   well  as  poor,  who 

.  all    desired  to    testify    their   love    and    respect 

j  for  one   who  had   been   a  friend  to  all. 

i  "  It    is    hardly    necessary    to    sa}^    that   his 

i  domestic  life  was  in  accordance  with  all  the  rest 

;  of  his  character ;  refined  in  mind,  with  a  strong 

I  appreciation  of  the  arts  of  poetry,  painting,  and 

;  music  (in  the  latter  art  he  himself  excelled),"*" 

ho   was    warm    and    tender   in    his    affections 
I  towai'ds    every    one    of    a    numerous    family, 

;  which   extended  even  to  the  fourth  generation. 

I       ■  "  It  is  pleasant  to   think  that  his  light  has 

;  been  so  long  permitted  to  '  shine  before  men,' 

undimmed    to    the    very    last.      His    example 
cannot  have  been  in  vain,  for  it  must  have  led 
:  men  to  see  that  the  strictest  attention  to  so- 

called  *  worldly'  aflairs  carried  on  in  the  bustle 
of  the  greatest  thoroughfare  of  the  greatest 
metropolis  of  the  world,  was  compatible  with  a 


"  1  may  adJ  tliat  he  was  a  perfonner  on  the  Yiuloncello 
and  Piano  Forte,  and  many  are  the  pleasinu'  verses  he  wrote 
for  liis  Children  and  (irandeliildren  on  varions  occasions. 
L.T.,  isOij. 
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life  above  all  those  things,  and  that  though 
called  away  from  the  vciy  raidst  of  them,  he 
was  read}^  to  meet  his  Lord.  Long  as  his 
Master  tarried,  he  had  not  slumbered  or 
slept,  but  througli  life  had  waited  for  Him, 
fulfilling  to  the  last  the  Apostles'  injunction, 
t  to  be,  '  not  slothful    in    business,  but   fervent 

in  spirit,   serving  the  Lord.'  " 
Londou,  Oct.  26,  1857. 

The  four  following   letters  were  written  by 

Richard  Twining  to  his  wife  during  a  trip  made 

with  his  old  friend,  Mr.  John  Fletcher  Mills,  of 

Colchester : — 

Calais,  August  4th,  ISU. 

"  Here  I  am  on  French  ground,  after  having 
had  as  much  pleasure  as  could  well  be  enjoyed 
in  the  short  space  of  time  which  has  elapsed 
since  we  parted.  To  proceed  methodicall3%  I 
must  set  out  from  Colchester  by  the  rapid 
'  Times,'  which  conveyed  us  to  London  by 
11  o'clock.  The  ferment  of  the  last  was 
obvious  as  we  reached  AYhitechapel,  for  people 
seemed  even  at  that  hour  to  be  hurrying  by  all 
possible  modes  and  conveyances  towards  the 
Park,  and  perhaps  London  never,  on  any  pre- 
vious  occasion,   when  business    was    not  abso- 
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.  lately  suspended  b}^  autliority,  ever  threw  aside 
so  completely  its  commercial  gravity.     I  found 
Devoreux  Court  with  closed  doors,   and  J.  on 
the  very  point  of  starting  for  the  Park.     AVe 
were  some  time  before  we  could  make  all  our 
'  arrangements,  but  the   impossibility  of  getting 
post-liorses  determined  our  taking  places  in  the 
Dover  coach,  as  far  as    Canterbury,  the  next 
mornino-  at  7  o'clock.     We  called  at  the  Piazza 
Coffee   house    at    four    for    some   luncheon,    of 
which    we    stood   in    some    need,    having    had 
nothing  since  our  early  breakfast  at  Chelmsford. 
Just  as  we  had  finished,  we  were  summoned  to 
see  Mr.  Sadler's  balloon  pass  towards  the  East, 
i  ■  which  it  did  very  majestically,  at  a  moderate 

j  elevation.      About  7   o'clock  we   proceeded  to 

!  the  Park,  where  we  remained  till  past  11,  and 

!  no  two  people   could  be  much  more  tired  than 

I  we  were  by  the  time  we  had  dragged  our  weary 

i  legs  to  Norfolk  Street.     The  groups  of  persons 

in  the  Park  were  interesting ;   the  best  part  of 
I  the  fireworks  were  those  which  ascended,  but 

(  for  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  newspapers, 

which  I  directed  to  be  sent  to  you.* 


*  Celebration  of  Peace  in  the  London  Parks. 
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At  seven  we  left  London ;  no  person  had 
taken  an  inside  ])lace  save  ourselves  (wlio  ti'a- 
vclled  outside),  and  we  liad  only  one  regular 
companion  to  Canterbury.  Nothing  could  be 
more  delightful  than  our  journey  ;  no  dust,  not 
too  much  sun,  air  enough,  and  a  perpetual 
prospect  of  the  most  luxuriant  couutr}^  I  ever 
beheld.  I  really  never  saw  such  crops,  and  you 
know  I  have  a  great  taste  for  farming !  We 
arranged  with  the  Proprietor,  who  we  met  on 
the  road,  that  the  coach  should  wait  our  plea- 
sure at  Canterbury,  so  that  we  staid  there  long 
enough  to  visit  the  Cathedral  and  the  Public 
Walks,  and  to  take  a  hurried  dinner.  The 
approach  to  Dover  is  a  capital  thing,  especially 
at  the  point  where  the  noble  and  towering- 
Castle  first  presents  itself  to  your  view,  though 
we  were  rather  too  late  to  see  it  to  advantage, 
and  the  dew  fell  very  heavily,  indicating  what 
we  actually  had,  a  very  hot  morning  on  the  3rd. 
We  were  well  received  at  the  Ship  at  Dover, 
not\vith standing  the  house  was  crowded  with 
grandees,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord  and 
Lady  Morpeth,  Lord  Levesou  Gower,  &c.,  &c., 
who  all  came  over  at  the  same  time  we  did. 
Yesterday  mornfng    we   walked    to    the   Castle 
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before  breakfast,  and  afterwards  made  arrange- 
ments for  our  departure.  We  liad  reason  to 
think  that  a  French  packet,  the  '  Renommee,' 
would  be  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to  sail, 
and  we  therefore  took  our  passage  by  her.  AVe 
had  no  difficulty  at  the  Custom  House,  and  at  a 
quarter  past  12  we  left  the  harbour,  the  last  of 
four  which  sailed  nearly  together.  Our  party 
was  most  motley,  a  Chevalier  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Louis,  the  Abbe  Villeneuve,  whom  I  knew 
in  London,  a  French  gentleman  from  Richmond, 
a  black  woman,  a  young  English  lady  going  to 
St.  Omer  to  learn  French,  Germans  and  Italians, 
not  forgetting  a  French  prisoner  of  war,  return- 
ing with  his  wife  and  a  sweet  little  infant  of 
seven  weeks  old.  The  wind  was  favourable  as 
to  direction,  but  so  little  of  it  that  at  times  we 
scarcely  moved,  except  wdth  the  tide.  For  a 
long  while  we  went  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  an 
hour,  but  we  were  weary.  AYe  saw  some  plump, 
fat  birds  swimming  on  the  sea,  which  re- 
sembled a  river  in  smoothness.  They  arc  called 
*  "Willies  ;'  who  did  I  think  of  ?  ■•'  About  5  o'clock 
the  wind,  which  had  been    getting   something 

*  My  youngest  brother,  "William,  was  then  a  year  old. 

L.  T.  180G. 
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like  a  breeze,  began  to  blow  prett}^  fresh,  and 
we  sailed  at  eiglit  knots  an  liour.  It  was 
curious  to  see  how  soon  the  countenances  and 
stomachs  of  our  corapanioais  changed  !  It  was 
nearly  low  water  when  we  got  into  Calais  Roads, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  get  near  the  harbour. 
Ours  being  a  French  packet  was  of  advantage  to 
us,  as  the  small  boats  which  came  out  to  take 
the  passengers  on  shore  came  first  to  our 
packet.  M.  and  I  Avere  in  the  first  debarca- 
tion.  But  the  boat  even  could  not  get  us  to 
shore,  and  it  was  curious  to  see,  I  dare  say,  not 
less  than  a  hundred  persons,  men  and  boys, 
wading  into  the  water  to  carry  us,  and  anything 
they  could  catch,  on  shore.  How  the  children 
would  have  laughed  to  have  seen  me  riding  on 
the  shoulders  of  two  men !  I  hastened  to  our 
hotel  to  get  the  start  of  the  great  folks,  and 
succeeded.  Mme.  Quillac  nous  a  regu  avec  la 
plus  grande  politesse,  et  nous  a  loges  dans  un 
apartement  superb,  avec  deux  lits  tres  excel- 
lente,  et  tout  bicn  meuble ;  nous  avons  dine  a 
8  heures  dans  la  salle  publique,  a  G  francs. 
The  vessels  all  arriving  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
no  wonder  there  was  some  hurry !  twenty 
dinners  bcino-  ordered  !     The  kitchen  with  ten 


A  5 
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men  cooks  was  a  sight.  I  Avent  to  bed  at  12 
aiid  slept  soundly  till  G,  when  we  arose.  We 
proceed  towards  Antwerp  to-day.  M.  is  quite 
well  and  seems  to  enjoy  this  new  world  as  much 
as  I  do." 

Gheut,  August  7,  1814. 

''I  think  my  former  letter  told  you  of  our 
arrival  at  Calais,  and  of  our  comfortable  accom- 
modation there.  We  should  indeed  have  been 
more  so,  if  Ave  could  have  had  our  baggage  on 
shore,  but  it  was  obliged  to  remain  on  board  the 
Packet  all  night,  and  our  first  object  in  the 
morning  AA'as  to  go  in  search  of  it,  and  to  get  it 
passed  (as  w^e  readily  accomplished)  through  the 
hands  of  the  Custom  House  otiicers.  A  long 
stay  at  Calais  was  more  than  the  place  required 
and  more  than  w'as  for  the  good  of  our  pockets, 
and  we  made  therefore  the  most  of  our  time  in 
looking  about,  like  two  beings  who  on  a  sudden 
find  themselves  placed  in  a  new  world.  We 
were  sorry  to  find  the  Dunkirk  Diligence  was 
full,  but  a  little  patience — that  requisite  com- 
panion on  a  journey — w^as  rewarded  Avitli  an 
extra  Diligence — a  conveyance  which  has  but 
little  title  to  the  name  it  bears,  and  which  might 
vie   AA'ith   a    covered  Avagon  in  respect  to  the 
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heaviness  and   clumsiness   of   its   construction. 
Botli  tlie  carriages  Avcre  full,  and  luck  befriended 
us  in  the  arrangement  of  our  part}^  which  con- 
sisted of  a  young  gentleman  from  London  (who 
was  no  great  acquisition),  a  German  gentleman 
and  two  Austrian   officers,  Comte  de  Cabagne, 
and  Baron  Hausser,  who  proved  very  excellent 
companions,  and  who  have  added  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  of  our  Tour.     I  may  venture  to  give  a 
general  description  of  all  the  country  through 
which  we  have  hitherto  passed,  in  one  respect, 
viz.,  perfect  flatness.     It  is  not  easy  to  imagine 
a  more   complete  level.     Yet  I  found  a  variety 
of  points  in  which  it  was  interesting.     It  was 
generally  very  fertile,  and  in  no  country  have  I 
seen  more  abundant  crops  of  every  species  of 
grain.     In  Beans  the  superiority  over  Kent  and 
Essex  is,  this  year,  very  considerable.     We  also 
saw  very  fine   crops  of  Flax.     Gravelines  was 
striking  from  the  strength  of  its  Fortifications, 
for  I  think  we  crossed  five  drawbridges  before 
we  entered  the  Town.     That  scarcely  deserved 
so  much  care   to  be  bestowed  upon  it,  for  it  is 
very    small — but    it   was   probably   made   thus 
strong  in   reference    to    other   places.     At  the 
Gates  we  were  ol)liged  to  leave  our  Passports  to 
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be  registered,  but  they  soon  followed  us  to  the 
luD,  where  our  Coachman  was  refreshing  his 
horses  to  pursue  the  journey  to  Dunkirk,  a 
distance  of  nearly  30  miles.  If  the  animals 
were  not  very  expeditious,  they  were  perse- 
vering. "We  passed  through  some  pleasant 
villages  before  we  reached  Dunkirk,  and  in  one 
we  saw  a  Farm  which  in  point  of  crops,  hedges 
and  horses,  would  not  have  disgraced  England. 
As  we  approached  Dunkirk  we  saw  some 
Country  Houses  with  great  appearance  of 
comfort. 

"  We  arrived  in  time  to  walk  about  the  Town, 
to  visit  the  Harbour  and  to  go  to  the  end  of  the 
Jetty,  which  extends  nearly  a  mile  from  the 
Gates.  By  the  time  we  regained  the  Inn,  (our 
Austrian  friends  accompanying  us)  we  found 
supper  ready  at  the  Table  d'Hote,  where  between 
20  and  30  persons  were  assembled,  and  where 
some  English  Dragoon  Ofl&cers  reserved  the 
places  of  honour  for  us.  We  had  an  agreeable, 
animated  evening,  and  we  retired  with  a  deter- 
mination to  see  as  much  as  possible  before  the 
departure  of  the  Diligence  to  Bruges  on  the 
foUoAving  morning.  According  to  our  plan  Ave 
rose  at  four ;  at   five  we   saw  the  good  folks  at 
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their  matins,  and  we  ran  all  over  the  town  till 
six,  when  five  of  us  were  crammed  into  a 
carriage  which  would  have  made  but  an  uncom- 
fortable conveyance  for  four  persons.  •  ^Ye  were 
arranged  on  two  seats  fronting  the  horses,  and 
our  only  mode  of  entrance  was  by  letting  down 
the  whole  front  of  the  carriage,  on  which  front 
were  fixed  the  seats  of  the  Coachman  and  his 
companion  ;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  displace 
them  both  before  we  could  move.  TVe  were  in 
every  respect  packed  as  closely  as  possible,  and 
the  morning  was  exceedingly  hot.  Luckily, 
however,  the  front  wdndow  could  be  taken  off, 
and  there  were  two  small  windows  on  each  side, 
which  admitted  a  circulation  of  air,  so  that  we 
actually  experienced  less  inconvenience  than  we 
anticipated. 

"AntiL-erjp,  Monday  evening. — I  find  there  is  an 
opportunity  of  sending  this  off  to-morrow  very 
early,  so  I  must  finish  this  abruptly.  We  arc 
very  well  and  very  happy.  What  a  noble  river 
is  the  Scheldt,  and  what  a  noble  place  is  this, 
but  of  both  I  must  say  more  hereafter.  It  is 
11  o'clock,  and  we  have  been  in  exercise  ever 
since  five  this  morning." 
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"  Spa,  August  17\  1814.— ^Vhore  did  my  last 
letter  leave  3^011  ?  At  any  rate  I  will  take  you 
from  Ghent ;  you  will  fmd  room,  if  you  don't 
mind  a  little  squeezing  in  our  Cabriolet,  or 
Curricle,  in  which  our  Driver  also  rides  on 
a  seat  placed  in  front.  Our  horses  had  36 
miles  to  go,  but  I  assure  you  they  performed 
the  task  with  more  ease  than  our  post  horses 
would  an  18  mile  stage,  though  perhaps  with 
less  rapidity.  The  house  at  which  we  stopped 
to  dine  was  of  an  appearance  which  in  England 
would  have  alarmed  the  traveller  with  the  idea 
that  he  would  fare  badly  ;  but  we  had  not  been 
there  ten  minutes  before  we  had  at  least  half-a- 
dozen  excellent  dishes,  served  one  after  the 
other.  The  country  through  which  we  passed 
continued  to  be  extremely  level,  but  abundantly 
fertile,  and  the  neatness  of  the  houses  in 
general,  and  the  cultivated  and  luxuriant  gar- 
dens attached  to  them,  gave  a  strong  idea  of 
the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  indeed 
very  striking,  that  the  cultivation  of  the  land 
in  general  did  not  appear  to  have  suffered  from 
any  want  of  Labourei'S,  though  I  am  aware 
that  a  Farmer  might  perceive  many  f\\iilts  in 
the  mode  of  tillar>-c  which  were  not  obvious  to 
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us.  Till  3'esterday,  wlien  we  got  into  the 
region  of  the  picturesque,  and  when  we  had 
also  some  specimens  of  wild  scenery,  I  had 
scarcely  seen  an  acre  of  unproductive  ground. 
I  wish  I  could  give  you  anything  like  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  effect  produced  by  the 
first  general  view  of  Antwerp,  as  approached 
by  the  Ghent  road ;  that  is,  like  most  of  the 
roads  in  the  Pays  Bas,  laid  out  in  straight 
lines,  with  rows  of  trees  on  each  side,  and  it  is, 
if  possible,  contrived  to  have  the  view  ter- 
minated by  the  tower  of  a  church.  In  this 
way  we  had,  for  some  time,  a  distant  view 
of  a  Tower  at  Antwerp,  and  of  a  line  of 
Battleships  floating  on  the  Scheldt,  both  at 
and  above  the  Town.  As  a  proof  that  our 
horses  w^ere  good,  I  drove  them  the  last  five 
or  six  miles,  regretting  that  I  had  not  made 
the  experiment  sooner,  so  very  light  in  hand, 
and  pleasantly,  they  went.  At  Antwerp  the 
Scheldt  is  about  600  yards  in  width,  and 
having  reached  the  Ferry  house,  we  dismissed 
our  Carriao-e,  and  waited  the  arrival  of  the 
Passage  boat,  in  which  we  crossed  for  kh  each. 
It  was  nearly  dusk  wheu  we  reached  the  op- 
posite   shore,    and   we    marched   on,   with  two 
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Porters  to  carry  our  luggage,  half  afraid  lest 
we  should  not  gain  admittance  at  a  Hotel. 
At  the  first  to  which  we  went  we  were  told 
it  was  full,  and  we  proceeded  from  oue  to 
another,  receiving  the  same  answer,  till  at  last 
we  found  one  in  a  dirty  narrow  street,  where 
we  were  told  we  might  be  accommodated.  M. 
stopped  with  the  luggage,  whilst  I  followed  the 
Landlord  through  a  room  where  some  queer- 
looking  folks  were  drinking — then  through  a 
Scullery — then  through  a  dark  passage  to  a 
staircase,  which  we  ascended  with  the  assis- 
tance of  a  rope  for  a  bannister ;  tlie  room  to 
Avhich  we  came  was  large  and  dismal,  and 
had  so  little  appearance  of  capability  of  com- 
fort, that  it  really  seemed  a  less  evil  to  take 
the  chance  of  walking  all  night  about  the 
streets.  We  had  particularly  inquired  at  one 
house  whetlier  Captain  H,  had  not  left  his 
address  for  us,  and  were  assured  he  had  not, 
though,  in  fact,  he  had,  and  we  resolved  to 
renew  our  attempt  at  the  principal  Hotel  to 
which  we  applied.  There  we  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  oeltino'  a  noble  room,  reserved  for 
a  party  wliich  had  not  arrived,  and  whither 
I  was  glad  to  have  brought  in  safety  the   pro- 
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perty  wc  had  left  in  charge  of  the  owner  of 
the  '  Castle  of  Gloom.'  By  this  time  Captain 
H.  had  found  ns  out,  and  we  gave  him  a  good 
supper  and  a  bottle  of  hock,  to  reward  us 
all  for  our  troubles.  The  Place  de  Mcir,  in 
which  our  Hotel  was,  is  the  handsomest  street 
I  ever  saw,  unless  the  High  Street  at  Oxford, 
which  has  the  grandeur  of  Colleges  to  assist 
it,  should  be  an  exception.  AVherever  we 
have  been  we  have  witnessed  the  dreadful 
effects  of  the  wantonly  mischievous  disposition 
of  the  French,  who  have  everywhere  left  behind 
them  the  marks  of  devastation.  At  Antwerp 
we  saw  the  horrid  sight  of  the  French  Galley 
Slaves.  There  were  between  3000  and  4000  of 
them,  chained  together  in  pairs,  and  doomed, 
in  most  instances,  to  perpetual  chains  and 
labour.  It  was  a  common  sight  to  see  them 
going  in  small  parties,  chained  by  pairs,  about 
the  streets  of  Antwerp,  carrying  loads,  and 
attended  by  soldiers  of  the  'Invalides.'  On 
ascending  the  beautiful  Tower  of  the  Cathedral 
I  descried  some  troops  of  Cavalry  passing  the 
•river  by  the  Pont  Yolant,  and  upon  descending 
I  determined  to  cross  in  the  Passage  boat 
in   order    the   better   to    observe    their    opera- 
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tions.  In  the  boat  I  observed  some  itiuerant 
Musicians,  whose  fare,  ^d.,  I  promised  to  pay, 
if  they  would  play.  This  they  gladly  acceded 
to,  playing  all  the  way,  and  honouring  us  with 
'  God  save  the  Kin"-'  into  the  bar^-ain.  We 
recognised  by  their  tunes  that  they  had 
serenaded  us  the  evening  before.  We  saw 
110  horses  and  men  land  from  the  Boat,  on  the 
Pont  Volant,  in  which  avc  returned,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Officer  who  commanded. 
On  Friday  morning  we  left  Antwerp,  break- 
fasted at  Maliues,  and  reached  Brussels  in 
time  to  see  the  Troops  pass  in  review  before 
the  Duke  of  AYellington.  We  arrived  here 
yesterday,  and  to-morrow  proceed  to  Aix  la 
Chapclle.  On  the  2ord  we  shall  be  at  Am- 
sterdam, and  where  on  the  1st  of  September? 
why,  where  to  find  you  and  the  dear  children 
well  will  give  me  happiness  Avhich  it  is  hard 
to  express." 

Thiol,  01-  Tid,  Augmi  2-2ua,  ISM. 

'*  Here  I  am — in  Holland.  It  is  ton  o'clock, 
and  we  have  been  working  hard  over  since  four 
in  the  morning  to  gel  thus  lar,  and  if  you  could 
have  seen  the  roads   throuoh  v/hich    we    have 
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passed,  and,  witli  one  exception,  tlie  horses, 
men,  and  carriages  with  which  onr  journey  luis 
been  performed,  you  would  say  it  has  been  a 
good  day's  work  !  Our  visit  to  Spa  afforded  us 
great  pleasure,  especially  from  the  very  beauti- 
ful country  through  which  we  passed  on  our 
way  thither.  The  first  views  which  we  had  that 
deserved  a  place  in  Dr.  Syntax's  picturesque 
Journal,  were  at  Li^ge.  Into  that  place  we 
descended  a  hill  of  considerable  height,  and  into 
a  more  miserably  dirty  town  I  never  entered, 
and  when  our  Driver  turned  into  the  Inn  yard 
to  which  we  had  been  recommended  I  thought 
the  place  augured  badly  for  our  night's  ac- 
commodation. It  proved,  however,  far  better 
than  I  expected  ;  all  hands  were  called  to  help 
in  getting  things  in  the  best  order  they  could, 
and  when  we  returned  from  our  evening  walk 
we  found  a  very  comfortable  supper  ready  for 
us,  and  at  night  we  had — what  indeed  we  had 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  throughout  our 
journey — clean  sheets  !  The  walk  which  our 
Valet  de  Place  took  us  was  a  most  delightful 
one,  and  old  and  dirty  and  narrow  as  the 
streets  in  general  are,  yet  the  part  of  the  town 
which  is  close  to  the  Meuse  is  very  fine,   and 
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the  view  of  the  towji  from  the  Citadel,  with  the 
winding  of  the  river  throngli  a  valley,  the  sides 
of  which  arc  covered  with  luxurious  vineyards, 
is  verv  delio'htful.  The  next  moruino^  we 
passed  through  some  delicious  scenery  and 
afterwards  crossed  a  mountain,  as  our  Driver 
called  it  a  "  Montague,"  but  it  really  was  a 
high  hill ;  we  descended  into  Thues,  from 
whence  the  country  to  Spa  Avas  most  delight- 
fuL  A  part  of  the  road  strongly  reminded  me 
of  that  best  part  between  Worcester  and  Brom- 
3^ard ;  we  had  the  same  kind  of  wooded  hills 
intersecting  each  other,  with  green  meadows 
and  a  river  winding  through  them.  At  Spa  it 
would  be  easy  to  fanc}^  yourself  in  England, 
whether  you  looked  at  the  do-nothing  habits  of 
the  visitors  or  the  extortion  of  the  Innkeepers. 
I  must,  however,  observe  that  our  quarters 
were  good.  We  had  hired  a  Barouche  and 
Pair  at  Louvain  to  take  us  to  Spa  and  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  for  which  last  place  we  left  Spa  on 
Thursday  morning.  We  had  several  miles  of 
the  very  worst  road  I  ever  met  with,  but  at  last 
wo  reached  Yerviers,  to  breakfast  :  from  thence 
through  a  very  fertile  and  fine  country  to  Aix 
la  Chapelle.    The  heat  of  the  place  almost  over- 
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powered  me,  salamander  as  I  am,  yet  I  re- 
freshed myself  with  a  warm  bath  in  the 
evenino-  and  afterwards  i3assed  as  miserable  a 
night  as  could  be,  but  I  have  felt  no  incon- 
venience since.  On  Friday  we  dined  at  the 
table  d'hote,  52  in  number,  many  ladies,  a 
splendid  dinner  of  two  courses  and  a  dessert, 
and  music,  for  three  francs  each,  and  wine, 
hock,  3s.  9d.  per  bottle  !  We  travelled  by  the 
^Diligence  to  Cologne  on  Saturday,  where,  after 
having  been  the  whole  day  going  45  miles,  with 
never  more  than  three  out  of  six  persons 
smoking  in  the  Coach  at  the  same  time,  I 
was  delighted  to  find,  without  any  sort  of  ex- 
ception whatever,  the  best  regulated  and  most 
comfortable  Inn  I  ever  knew  in  any  country." 

This  letter  was  finished  at  Amsterdam, 
August  24,  1814,  and  the  concluding  lines 
give  a  curious  picture  of  the  changes  in 
communication  and  locomotion  during  the  last 
80  years. 

"  I  have  had  your  letter,  and  right  welcome 
to  me  it  was.  I  will  not  now  enter  into  any 
particulars  of  my  journey  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  already  said,  as  in   all   probability  I   shall 
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reach  Colchester  before  this  letter.  T  will  send 
it  however  by  the  post,  as  I  may  not  be  able  to 
get  a  passage,  and  I  should  be  vexed  to  have 
the  Packet  sail  without  a  line  from  me." 

The  next  letters  are  from  Havre  and  Paris, 
five  years  later,  when  the  writer  was  accom- 
panied by  his  brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  John 
Smj^thies,  and  his  eldest  son,  Eichard,  the 
family  party  being  left  meantime  at  Bognor. 

"  Ha  ere,  Aurjust  5tJt,  1819. — After  we  parted 
w^e  proceeded  without  adventure  to  Havant, 
where  we  found  no  horses,  but  our  own  were 
quite  fresh,  and  the  roads  were  so  perfectly 
good,  that  we  went  on,  after  baiting  for  10 
minutes,  to  Fareham.  On  our  way  from  thence 
to  Southampton,  we  passed  through  Titchfield, 
and  seeino^  the  turrets  of  St.  Maro-aret's,  the 
seat  of  Sir  George  Dallas,  near  that  place,  we 
turned  out  of  our  road  to  pay  our  respects  to 
him.  It  was  a  delightful  place,  but  un- 
fortunately, he  and  liis  family  were  all  absent. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  our  route  was  agreeable, 
but  more  especially  between  Titchfield  and 
Southampton,  where  Ave  arrived  about  G  o'clock. 
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The  agent  of  tlie  Packet  had  called  upon  me  to 
annoimce  the  arrival  of  the  '  Cobonvg'  in  tlie 
river,  hut  I  was  not  a  little  staggered  when  I 
was  assured  by  the  agent  of  another  Packet  that 
the  Cobourg  could  not  possibly  arrive  before 
Wednesday,  as  she  had  sailed  out  of  her  usual 
course  on  Friday  last,  and  could  not  get  back  in 
the  time  they  said.  I  was  delighted  on  going 
down  to  the  Quay  to  see  the  Cobourg  coming  to 
an  anchor,  but  we  certainly  did  run  a  frightful 
risk  of  being  detained  some  days  waiting  her 

return. 

"  Our  first  business  on  Wednesday  morning 
was  to  see  our  baggage  taken  to  the  Custom 
House,  to  lay  in  our  stock  of  provisions  for  sea, 
and  to  ascertain  at  what  time  the  Packet  would 
really  sail;  12  to  3,  got  to  between  3  and  4,  and 
finding  we  had  ample  time,  we  hired  a  boat  for 
Netley  Abbey,  with   which  we  were  all  much 
pleased.     It   was    not  possible  to   have  had  a 
more    delightful    evening  than  on  Monday,    or 
a    finer     morning     than     on    Tuesday.      The 
seeing  the  wind  setting  '  in  the  shoulder  of  our 
sail'  to  no  pui'pose,  did  rather  fidget  us,   and 
most   of  the  Passengers  were  well  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  the  Proprietors  of  the  Packet,  who 
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would,  if  left  to  tlieraselves,  have  detained  us 
till  6.  After  waiting  whilst  a  boat  was  sent  to 
brino"  four  foreio-ners  from  the  Cowes  Packet, 
which  was  wind-bound  in  the  river,  we  all  got 
on  board,  and  soon  after  4  quitted  our  moorings. 
By  that  time  it  was  nearl}'-  a  calm,  and  as  the 
tide  was  just  beginning  to  set  in  against  us,  we 
were  4  hours  in  getting  to  Calshot  Castle,  8 
miles  from  Southampton,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river!  We  had  a  most  awful,  stormy-looking 
sunset,  but  the  storm  which  we  saw  on  shore 
did  not  reach  us,  but  brought  us  a  gentle 
breeze,  which  was  most  welcome.  We  passed 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  through  Spithead  and  St. 
Helen's,  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  Before  we 
finally  left  the  still  water,  we  proposed  taking 
our  dinner,  and  we  had  appetites  unimpaired  by 
the  waves.  We  three  had  one  side  of  the  most 
comfortable  cabin.  At  12  o'clock  I  turned  in, 
and  was  scarcely  settled  in  my  berth,  before  a 
foreigner  came  laughing  into  the  Cabin  at  the 
comical  occurrence  of  finding  a  lady  had  taken 
possession  of  his.  On  discovering  one  in  our 
Cabin  unoccupied,  he  was  on  the  point  of  seizing- 
it,  when  I  put  out  my  liead  and  claimed  it  as 
J.'s.      Our  party    consisted    of  25,    several    of 
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whom  were  foreigners,  one  Frencli,  and  tliree 
English  ladies.     The  wind  continued  moderate 
and  favourabk  during  the  night ;  in  the  morning 
it  fell  off,  but  did  not  change,  and  at  length  it 
freshened  so  much  that  we  pursued  our  voyage 
very  successfully.     For  want  of  v\^ater,  we  were 
obliged  to  beat  about  the  coast  for  nearly  three 
hours,    but    at    7    o'clock    we    landed   in   the 
harbour,  right  glad  to  quit  our  Packet,  although 
it  had  been  as  comfortable  as  a  Packet  can  be. 
One  of  the  gentlemen,  a  ]\lr.  Gregory,  joined  us  ; 
we  find  him  very  pleasant  and  very  useful,  as 
he  has  travelled  a  great  deal  on  the  Continent. 
We    fixed    upon    a    French   Hotel,    'La  Bien- 
venue,'  but  if  you  had  seen  the  dark  and  dirty 
entrance,  you  would  have  hesitated,  as  we  did. 
The  Landlady  was  very  civil,  and  showed  us  the 
best  rooms  she  had  vacant,  but  as  all  but  one 
were  at  the  top  of  the  house,  we  made  our  bow, 
and  steered  for   the    '  Aigle    d'or.'      Here   we 
found    a    sitting-room    on    the    second    storey, 
paved  floor,  handsome  figured  paper,  well  fur- 
nished, two  good  beds  in  recesses  on  each  side 
of  the  fireplace.     But  the  odour  of  the  stair- 
case, opening  into  the  kitchen,  and  the  stable- 
yard,  and,  in  short,  the  general  odour  of  the 
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streets, — wliat  nose  can  bear  patiently,  for  the 
first  fe^v  hours  ?  By  degrees  we  got  somewhat 
used  to  it,  and  indeed  our  rooms  were  well- 
furnished  and  our  beds  excellent.  The  wheel 
barrows  upon  which  fish  baskets,  fruit,  wood, 
loads  in  short  of  all  descriptions,  are  moved,  are 
extraordinary  in  the  length  of  the  handles; 
from  the  end  of  that  length  of  lever  it  is 
wonderful  what  loads  one  man  can  manage. 
To  a  lover  of  Parrots,  this  must  be  the  first 
city  in  the  world,  I  think,  for  there  are  at  least 
a  score  screaming  in  our  hearing  ;  monkeys  are 
almost  as  numerous.  We  have  engaged  a 
Voiturier  who  brought  a  family  yesterday  from 
Rouen,  to  take  us  thither  to-morrow.  We  had 
altogether  a  good  passage  of  26  hours.  Many 
of  your  party  wonld  have  been  delighted  with 
the  exhibition  of  fruit  in  the  market,  pears, 
grapes,  apricots,  peaches,  melons,  &c.  In  our 
Inn  yard  to-day  I  saw  30  melons  spread  out  on 
the  straw,  from  50  sous  to  4 J  francs." 

Pans,  August  15,  ]S19. 

"  Wc  continue  to  like  our  accommodation  at 
the  '  Great  Nelson,'  and  I  reckon  amongst  the 
conveniences   of  our  rooms    that    we  have   all 
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that  are  requisite  witliin  our  own   boundaries, 
an  advantage  wliicli  is  by  no  means  common. 
The  Hotel  itself  is  airy,  and  in  the   vicinity  of 
what  is  most  esteemed.     Thursday  was  a  very 
good    day,    beginning    with    the    Luxembourg 
Gallery.     The  easy  access  that  is  given   to  the 
pubhc  to  see  these  collections  is  very  striking 
to  us  Enghsh,  who  can  see  nothing  of  the  sort 
without  difficulty  and   expense.     Many   artists 
were    at    work    making    copies    of    the    best 
pictures.      In    one    part    of    the    Luxembourg 
Palace    is    the   House    of   Peers,    and   if  they 
are   as    eloquent   and    as    obliging    as   the   in- 
habitants  of    such   splendid  apartments  ought 
to  be,  they  must  be  admirable  !     The  staircase 
is  very  grand,    and  there  is  a  noble  room  m 
which  the  Assemblies  are  held  ;  there  is  a  great 
number    of   others   which    are   extremely  fine, 
both  in  proportion  and  ornaments.     One  room 
is  by  far  the  most  splendid  I  ever   saw  ;  it  is 
not 'large,    but   it   is  as  highly  enriched  with 
gilding  and  painting  as  can  be  conceived;   it 
was    formerly    the   bed-chamber   of    T^Iary    de 
Medicis,  widow  of  Henry  4th,  it  is  now  used 
as  a  Cabinet,  in  which   records   connected  with 
the   Peerage  arc  kept.     At  the  Church  of  S. 
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Salpice  we  saw  High  Mass  performed,  but 
there  was  no  music  to  accompany  it.  The 
Pantheon  is  an  imposing  building.  Buonaparte 
intended  it  for  a  National  Collection  of  the 
Busts  of  eminent  characters.  It  is  totally 
dismantled  now,  but  is  about  to  be  fitted  up  as 
a  Church  J  a  purpose  which  we  should  say  was 
quite  as  good.  We  had  engaged  a  Coach  to 
take  us  to  the  diflerent  sights,  and  that  we 
might  make  as  much  use  as  we  could  of  it,  we 
took  a  drive  to  Montmartre,  a  spot  of  great 
interest  in  the  modern  history  of  Paris.  Our 
object  was  to  see  the  view  which  it  commands 
of  the  City,  and  certainly  it  gives  a  very  good 
one.  To  see  as  much  as  we  could,  we  ascended 
the  Telegraph  where,  besides  enjoying  the  view, 
we  were  greatly  entertained  by  seeing  it  at 
work,  and  having  the  diflerent  parts  explained 
to  us  ;  a  signal  was  made  from  Paris  whilst  we 
were  there,  and  the  attendant  said,  the  line  of 
Telegraphs  extended  to  Calais,  and  answers 
could  bo  received  in  about  five  or  six  minutes, 
when  the  atmosphere  was  clear.  In  five 
minutes  we  saw  the  answer  returned,  a  degree 
of  expedition  which  seems  to  exceed  one's 
belief.     On  Tuesday   evening  we  went  to  the 
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Theatre  de  rAcaclciiiie  lioyale  de  musiquc, 
i.e.,  tlie  Grmid  Opera ;  the  subject  Avas  {\imiliar 
enough,  Feruand  Cortez,  oTi  la  Conqucto  de 
Mexique ;  tlic  baud  was  admirable,  but  mj 
ears  are  uot  sufficiently  French  to  raise  the 
Opera  Frau^aiseto  the  level  of  the  Italian.  Tlie 
dancing  was  as  fine  as  could  be,  especiall}'  in 
the  dances  incidental  to  the  Pla}'.  After  the 
Opera  there  is  a  pretty  considerable  pause,  to 
allow  the  audience  to  take  refreshments  ;  I 
think  half  the  Pit  quitted  their  seats,  taking 
a  ticket  at  the  door,  and  each  person  resuming 
his  place  again,  without  the  slightest  confusion  ; 
during  their  absence  they  take  ice,  lemonade, 
Eau  de  Groseille,  and  parade  the  Coffee-room, 
talking  over  the  merits  of  the  performance. 
On  Yi^ednesday  evening  we  went  to  the 
Opera  Italien ;  I  have  seldom  had  a  greater 
treat ;  it  was  '  Agnese,'  the  music  by  Paer, 
and  the  story  taken  very  literally  from  Mrs. 
Opie's  '  Father  and  .Daughter'  ;  the  part  of 
Ao-nese  was  taken  by  ]\[me.  Todor,  and  that 
of  the  father  by  Pellegrini,  a  most  delightful 
actor ;  T  have  since  heard  that  he  was  thought 
most  highly  of  in  Italy.  The  Italian  Opera 
in  Paris  docs  not  begin  till   eight,  and  has  no 
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dancing,  either  between  tlie  Acts  or  afterwards, 
there  is  merely  a  pause  between  the  two  Acts, 
so  that  you  are  not  fatigued  by  length  of 
performance,  but  cpiit  the  Theatre  at  an  early 
hour.  AYe  are  all  "well,  in  spite  of  fruit,  wine, 
and  Fricandeaux  !     "We  get  no  Garlic  !  " 

"  Ferris,  August  21,  1819.— -I  bought  at  the 
door  of  the  Hotel  six  very  fine  peaches  for 
7id. ;  at  the  stalls  there  is  a  profusion  ;  very 
few  nectarines,  the  French  thinking  but  little 
of  them,  strawberries,  currants,  and  figs.  This 
morning:  we  have  been  to  the  Piaces,  and  such 
races !  in  the  Champs  de  Mars,  with  clouds  of 
dust  far  exceeding  au}^  I  ever  saw  in  England  ; 
the  course  was  roped  in  upon  the  area,  and 
being  sandy,  it  was  necessary  to  have  that  part 
watered,  or  the  competitors  themselves  would 
have  been  lost  to  the  multitude  who  thronged 
to  witness  the  Eaces.  It  will  take  the  French 
some  years  to  eclipse  the  Spring  Meeting  at 
Newmarket !  Since  our  return  we  have  dressed 
and  visited  the  apartments  of  the  King  at  the 
Palace  of  the  Tuilleries.  They  are  very  splendid, 
especially  the  bedroom,  of  which  the  furniture 
is   blue    velvet    and    gold.       Poor   man  I    the 
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splendour  can  afford  Lim  but  little  consolation 
in  one  of  his  severe  fits  of  gout,  which  I  fancy 
are  by  no  means  rare.      I  have  seen  him  but 
twice  in  his  carriage,  where  he  appears  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  because   his  infirmity  is  not 
apparent.     In  the  guard-room  through  which 
he  must  pass  every  time  he  goes  out  are  hung 
full-length    portraits    of    most    of    the    French 
Marshals   wliich  were  placed  there  by  Buona- 
parte.    I   should  have    felt   interested  in   exa- 
mining them,  but  w^e  were  hurried  through  the 
apartments,  as  they  are  only  shown  during  the 
King's  airing,  and   the    many  visitors    during 
that  interval  are  formed  into  different  '  societes.' 
I  must  observe  respecting  the  Races,  that  they 
are  to  be  resumed   to-morrow,  Sunday,    when 
*  the  world  '   will  be  divided  between  them  and 
Versailles,  in  which  place  the  'jets  d'eau'  are  to 
be  in  full  action,  for  the   first  time  for   some 
weeks.     AYe  mean  to  go  thither  after  attending 
Mass  at  tlie  Chapel  Eoyal.     You  will  have  not 
the  least  difficulty  in  imagining  how  much  Re- 
lioion   is  likely  to  suffer  in  this   country   (and 
particularly    in    Paris),    from    the    mixture    of 
business    (for    a   very   large    proportion   of  the 
shops  are  open  and  carts,  &c.,  move  about   as 
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on  oilier  days),  and  pleasnre,  wliicli  reigns  with 
imrestrained  freedom.  To  me  it  seems  to  leave 
religion  no  chance  of  making  a  proper  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  Louvre 
opensj  we  are  told,  on  the  2Gth,  and  we  mean 
to  be  amongst  the  first  to  enter  its  doors  ;  I 
fear  that  one  day  will  give  no  more  than  a 
general  idea  of  the  tout  ensemble." 
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